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Monday	9th	December	2019	

	
OBJECTION:	PLANNING	APPLICATION	19/00616/OUT		
-	UP	TO	28	DWELLINGS	AND	ASSOCIATED	ACCESS,	FEWCOTT	ROAD,	FRITWELL	
	
My	previous	correspondence	objecting	to	this	application	still	stands,	for	all	the	
reasons	therein.	However,	information	received	in	the	last	few	days	from	the	MCNP	
has	provided	additional	context	to	the	existing	objections.	
	
This	context	is	in	two	parts,	both	of	which	combine	to	demonstrate	that	the	only	
appropriate	development	of	Fritwell	in	the	MNCP	period	of	2017-2031	is	through	
brown-field	and	in-fill	and	in	meeting	real	community	housing	needs	in	line	with	
MCNP	ambitions.	
	
1. Current	development	of	Village	after	MCNP	

	
At	the	time	of	the	development	of	the	MCNP,	the	Forum	have	confirmed	to	me	that	
it	was	advised	that	there	was	only	one	extant	approval	for	development:	16/00023/F	
–	for	4	dwellings	on	the	site	of	the	George	&	Dragon	(G&D)	and	for	7	dwellings	on	
the	site	of	the	current	Village	Hall.	Based	on	this	it	was	determined	that	a	target	of	
an	additional	25	dwellings	for	Fritwell	would	be	set	for	the	MCNP	period	2017-2031.	
	
Since	then	the	G&D	building	has	begun	and	the	Village	Hall	development	remains	a	
‘live’	discussion	–	with	realisation/development	of	the	site	the	only	realistic	way	for	
the	village	to	be	able	to	fully	fund	a	much-needed	new	Village	Hall.	
	
However	the	G&D	development	is	now	for	7	dwellings,	so	an	increase	of	3;		
and	in	addition	we	now	have	3	new	single	dwelling	developments	in	the	village:		
1	x	The	Lane	(17/01701/F)	
2	x	North	Street	(19/01402/OUT	and	19/02162/F)	
	
So	Fritwell	now	has	a	total	of	6	extra	new	dwellings	in	development,	which	results	in	
a	net	target	for	the	MCNP	period	of	19	dwellings.	
	
However,	it	should	be	noted	that	the	MCNP	also	states	that	completions	in	Fritwell	
for	the	period	1/4/11-	31/3/16	were	zero.	So	the	current	development	on	Covert	
Farm	seems	to	have	been	lost	in	the	calculations	–	not	in	completions	and	not	in	
extant	planning.	Yet	to	be	fully	completed,	this	is	an	8-house	development	that	
should	really	bring	the	Fritwell	net	total	down	to	11	dwellings.	
	
2.	Mid-	Cherwell	Older	People’s	Options	Survey	
	
In	addition,	reaching	the	residents	of	Fritwell	on	Sunday	8th	December	we	have	the	
above	survey,	tasked	to	gauge,	very	sensibly,	the	need	for	suitable	housing	for	an	



ageing	population.	This	survey	will	no	doubt	provide	a	nuanced	response	around	the	
specific	needs	but	we	can	conduct	a	headline	review	immediately.		
	
In	doing	so	the	focus	is	on	the	Sheltered	Housing	section	on	page	2	–	around	the	
ability	for	older	residents	to	continue	to	live	independently	but	with	more	support	
and	easier-to-manage	homes.	The	MCNP	ambition	here	is	for	small-scale	sheltered	
housing	schemes	of	about	12	units	–	with	a	development	focus	on	the	category	A	
villages	i.e.	Steeple	Aston,	Kirtlington	and	yes,	Fritwell.	So	let’s	look	at	the	likely	need	
in	Fritwell.	
	
From	the	MCNP	document	numbers:		
	
Population	of	Fritwell	736		
-	Likely	%	aged	65-84	=	15%	so	c.	110	people		
-	Likely	%	aged	45-64	=	30%	so	c.	220	people	
	
If	we	assume	that	Fritwell	were	to	accommodate	1	sheltered	housing	scheme	of	c.	
12	dwellings,	there	is	clear	evidence	from	these	numbers	that	there	will	be	more	
than	enough	demand	from	existing	residents	in	the	planning	period.	I	can	think	of	
several	existing	residents	that	would	benefit	from	this,	in	doing	so	freeing	up	family	
home	stock	for	new	residents.	And	this	is	before	we	can	gauge	the	demand	from	
existing	residents	who	might	want	to	bring	older	family	members	closer.	
	
There	will	undoubtedly	be	a	demand	for	this	type	of	development	in	Fritwell	and	so	
it	would	be	a	big	mistake	not	to	leave	capacity	for	one	in	the	MCNP	focus	period.		
Fortunately	we	still	have	capacity	for	between	11	and	19	additional	dwellings	within	
the	settlement	area.	And	the	most	recent	Parish	Council	meeting	highlighted	a	
potential	location	for	this	within	the	settlement	area.	
	
What	we	don’t	have	capacity	for	though	is	the	proposed	CALA	development	of	28	
dwellings	just	outside	the	settlement	area.	This	proposal	already	exceeds	the	
remaining	MCNP	capacity	by	either	9	dwellings	-	or	by	17	dwellings,	if	we	add	the	
misplaced	Covert	Farm	development.	And	it	wipes	out,	in	one	fell	swoop,	the	
potential	to	develop	a	sheltered	housing	scheme	in	the	village,	which	would	clearly	
have	a	much	greater	community	benefit	than	this	open	housing	development.		
	
In	their	submission	dated	4th	November	with	regards	to	the	CALA	proposal,	the	
MCNP	forum	clearly	stated	that	the	CALA	plan	would	put	Fritwell	in	a	position	where	
any	further	minor	development	in	future	years	(to	2031)	would	take	the	percentage	
growth	of	the	village	into	unacceptable	territory.	And	this	view	neglected	to	
recognise	that	further	minor	development	is	already	underway	with	the	6	new	
houses	already	in	development	and	did	not	reference	this	new	and	much	needed	
MNCP	development	around	specialist	housing	for	older	people.	A	proposal	for	28	
new	houses	in	this	manner	just	does	not	add	up.	And	this	is	above	and	beyond	the	
existing	and	clearly	stared	objections	such	as	erosion	of	green	field	space,	village	



border	and	character	integrity	and	in	terms	of	driver	and	pedestrian	safety	with	the	
access	blind	spot	and	60	mph	zone.	

With	this	revised	clarity	around	existing	development	numbers	and	with	the	need	to	
retain	capacity	for	housing	options	for	an	ageing	village	population	(which	also	will	
brings	new	families	into	the	heart	of	the	village),	on	top	of	the	other	valid	objections,	
I	again	kindly	ask	that	both	the	MCNP	and	CDC	reject	the	CALA	proposal.	

Thank	you	for	your	attention.	

10	Hodgson	Close,	Fritwell	

	
	


