


1 x The Lane (17/01701/F)
2 x North Street (19/01402/OUT and 19/02162/F)

So Fritwell now has a total of 6 extra new dwellings in development, which results in a net 
target for the MCNP period of 19 dwellings.

However, it should be noted that the MCNP also states that completions in Fritwell for the 
period 1/4/11- 31/3/16 were zero. So the current development on Covert Farm seems to 
have been lost in the calculations – not in completions and not in extant planning. Yet to be 
fully completed, this is an 8-house development that should bring the Fritwell net total 
down to 11 dwellings.

2. Mid- Cherwell Older People’s Options Survey

In addition, reaching the residents of Fritwell on Sunday 8th December we have the above 
survey, tasked to gauge, very sensibly, the need for suitable housing for an ageing 
population. This survey will no doubt provide a nuanced response around the specific needs 
but we can conduct a headline review immediately. 

In doing so we are focusing on the Sheltered Housing section on page 2 – around the ability 
for older residents to continue to live independently but with more support and easier-to-
manage homes. The MCNP ambition here is for small-scale sheltered housing schemes of 
about 12 units – with a development focus on the category A villages i.e. Steeple Aston, 
Kirtlington and yes, Fritwell. So let’s look at the likely need in Fritwell.

From the MCNP document numbers: 

Population of Fritwell 736 
- Likely % aged 65-84 = 15% so c. 110 people 
- Likely % aged 45-64 = 30% so c. 220 people

If we assume that Fritwell were to accommodate 1 sheltered housing scheme of c. 12 
dwellings, there is clear evidence from these numbers that there will be more than enough 
demand from existing residents in the planning period. We can think of several existing 
residents that would benefit from this, in doing so freeing up family home stock for new 
residents. And this is before we can gauge the demand from existing residents who might 
want to bring older family members closer.

There will undoubtedly be a demand for this type of development in Fritwell and so it would 
be a big mistake not to leave capacity for one in the MCNP focus period.  Fortunately we still
have capacity for between 11 and 19 additional dwellings within the settlement area. And 
the most recent Parish Council meeting highlighted a potential location for this within the 
settlement area.

What we don’t have capacity for though is the proposed CALA development of 28 dwellings 
just outside the settlement area. This proposal already exceeds the remaining MCNP 
capacity by either 9 dwellings - or by 17 dwellings, if we add the misplaced Covert Farm 
development. And it wipes out, in one fell swoop, the potential to develop a sheltered 
housing scheme in the village, which would clearly have a much greater community benefit 
than this open housing development. 




