Dear Bob,

Regarding the above application, the site of the proposed pond is an arable field which is of low ecological value however the works involve removal of an 8 metre strip of the existing mixed plantation woodland for access.  The previous habitat survey I understand was undertaken in February 2010 and therefore it is recommended that an updated ecological assessment survey (Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey) of the site and surrounding 30m is undertaken by a suitably qualified ecologist prior to determination.  A reservoir is present approx 200m to the south of the application site and an assessment of the potential for the works to impact great crested newts should be included within the ecological assessment, in addition to other protected species (such as bats, badgers, nesting birds etc). 

The application does not appear to mention any ecological enhancements as part of the proposed pond creation.  The pond creation provides a good opportunity for habitat creation, through appropriate design of the bund, pond embankments and through appropriate planting with native marginal and emergent species, preferably locally sourced.  Will the pond be designed to be suitable for wildlife (i.e. as a permanent water feature)? Biodiversity enhancements should be sought within the landscaping design and I would be happy to recommend a suitable condition for this if required.

Kind regards,

Louise

Louise Sherwell
Assistant Ecologist
Ecological Services
Community Services
