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C8 SPORADIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE OPEN COUNTRYSIDE INCLUDING
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE VICINITY OF MOTORWAY OR MAJOR ROAD
JUNCTIONS WILL GENERALLY BE RESISTED.

9.12 Sporadic development in the countryside must be resisted if its attractive, open,
rural character is to be maintained.

9.13 Policy C8 will apply to all new development proposals beyond the built-up limits
of settlements including areas in the vicinity of motorway or major road developments
but will be reasonably applied to accommodate the needs of agriculture. There is
increasing pressure for development in the open countryside particularly in the vicinity of
motorway junctions. The Council will resist such pressures and will where practicable
direct development to suitable sites at Banbury or Bicester.

C15 THE COUNCIL WILL PREVENT THE COALESCENCE OF SETTLEMENTS
BY RESISTING DEVELOPMENT IN AREAS OF OPEN LAND, WHICH ARE
IMPORTANT IN DISTINGUISHING THEM.

9.30 Each town or village has its own separate identity, and it is important that
development on areas of open land between them is restricted to prevent their
coalescence. Some gaps are more vulnerable than others; rural communities may feel
particularly threatened where they are in close proximity to urban areas eg Banbury and
Bodicote, Banbury and Drayton, Banbury and

Hanwell, Bicester and Chesterton, Bicester and Launton, Bicester and Wendlebury. In
addition there are villages which are separated by small stretches of open land which
need to be preserved to maintain the villages' identity eg. Alkerton and Shenington,
Sibford Ferris and Sibford Gower, Barford St Michael and Barford St John, Middle
Aston and Steeple Aston. Similarly the gap between Upper Heyford village and the
former RAF Airbase is narrow and vulnerable and

should be maintained as open land.

C28 CONTROL WILL BE EXERCISED OVER ALL NEW DEVELOPMENT,
INCLUDING CONVERSIONS AND EXTENSIONS, TO ENSURE THAT THE
STANDARDS OF LAYOUT, DESIGN AND EXTERNAL APPEARANCE,
INCLUDING THE CHOICE OF EXTERNAL-FINISH MATERIALS, ARE
SYMPATHETIC TO THE CHARACTER OF THE URBAN OR RURAL CONTEXT
OF THAT DEVELOPMENT. IN SENSITIVE AREAS

SUCH AS CONSERVATION AREAS, THE AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL
BEAUTY AND AREAS OF HIGH LANDSCAPE VALUE, DEVELOPMENT WILL
BE REQUIRED TO BE OF A HIGH STANDARD AND THE USE OF TRADITIONAL
LOCAL BUILDING MATERIALS WILL NORMALLY BE REQUIRED.

C31 IN EXISTING AND PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL AREAS ANY
DEVELOPMENT WHICH IS NOT COMPATIBLE WITH THE RESIDENTIAL
CHARACTER OF THE AREA, OR WOULD CAUSE AN UNACCEPTABLE LEVEL



OF NUISANCE OR VISUAL INTRUSION WILL NOT NORMALLY BE
PERMITTED.

9.70 The Council wishes to ensure that new development, including changes of use,
does not prejudice the environment of the areas concerned. The above policy seeks to
prevent the introduction of incompatible non-residential uses in residential areas.

C33  THE COUNCIL WILL SEEK TO RETAIN ANY UNDEVELOPED GAP
OF LAND WHICH IS IMPORTANT IN PRESERVING THE CHARACTER OF A
LOOSE-KNIT SETTLEMENT STRUCTURE OR IN MAINTAINING THE
PROPER SETTING FOR A LISTED BUILDING OR IN PRESERVING A VIEW
OR FEATURE OF RECOGNISED AMENITY OR HISTORICAL VALUE.

9.76  Not all undeveloped land within the structure of settlements can be built on
without damage to their appearance and rural character. Where the existing pattern of
development is loose-knit there will often be a compelling case for it to remain so for
aesthetic, environmental or historical reasons.

9.77  Proposals that would close or interrupt an important view of a historic
building eg a church or other structure of historical significance, will be resisted
under this policy. The Council will also have regard to the importance of
maintaining the setting of a listed building and will resist infill development that
would diminish its relative importance or reduce its immediate open environs to the
extent that an appreciation of its architectural or historical importance is impaired.

9.78  Proposals that would close or interrupt an important vista across open
countryside will also be discouraged, as will the loss of trees of amenity value or the
loss of features such as boundary walls where they constitute an important element of
an attractive or enclosed streetscape.

ENV1 DEVELOPMENT WHICH IS LIKELY TO CAUSE MATERIALLY
DETRIMENTAL LEVELS OF NOISE, VIBRATION, SMELL, SMOKE, FUMES OR
OTHER TYPE OF ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION WILL NOT NORMALLY BE
PERMITTED.

10.4 The Council will seek to ensure that the amenities of the environment, and in
particular the amenities of residential properties, are not unduly affected by development
proposals which may cause environmental pollution, including that caused by traffic
generation. In addition to the above policy, policies AG3 and AG4 of chapter 8 relate
specifically to intensive livestock and poultry units and associated problems of smell and
waste disposal.

10.5 Where a source of pollution is already established and cannot be abated, the
Council will seek to limit its effect by ensuring that development within the affected area
maintains a suitable distance from the pollution source.



