[bookmark: _GoBack]From: susan@boothenwood ] 
Sent: 20 April 2018 19:09
To: Planning; Caroline Ford
Subject: 18/00220/F | Change of use of agricultural land to sport/recreation and community use | Land North Of Milton Road Adderbury Oxfordshire 

I wish to object to the above application, for the following reasons.

It is unclear to me what the application does and does not include.  As of 4 April 2018 the “provision of a hall/pavilion” has been deleted.  The supporting statement makes it clear that the Applicant intends to provide sports pitches on the site.  Sports pitches will require supporting infrastructure, car parking and changing facilities as a minimum.  However, the application does not include car parking and no longer includes “a hall/pavilion”.  On this basis, it appears to be neither one thing nor another.  

In the 2010 change of use application, Thames Valley Police raised concerns about the provision of sufficient parking and warned that matchday parking might overflow into nearby residential streets.  Again, the present application seeks permission for two full-sized sports pitches but does not appear to include parking, or to discuss access or traffic management.  It is unclear whether approval for parking is being sought; it is difficult to see how approval for sports pitches can be given without this.  

The supporting statement refers to the laying of field drains.  However, the application contains no detail as to how this will be implemented or what effect this will have on neighbouring properties on Horn Hill Rd which are already prone to flooding.  Again, it is unclear whether the Applicant is seeking approval of such a drainage scheme as part of this application.  It appears to be the Applicant’s intention to proceed with laying drainage prior to seeding.

Floodlighting associated with the proposed pitches would also damage the rural nature of the West Adderbury Conservation Area.  Government guidance on artificial light, including floodlighting, considers that artificial light is classed as a “nuisance” if it unreasonably and substantially interferes with the use or enjoyment of a home or other premises, or if it injures, or is likely to injure health.  This seems likely to be the case if floodlighting were to be used on the Milton Road site.  Again, the present application seeks permission for sports pitches but is silent as to whether they will be floodlit, it is therefore unclear as to whether the Applicant is seeking permission for floodlighting.

No traffic survey data has been presented with the application.  I note that the majority of letters of support for the application come from people living in Twyford and the central village area.  Access to the Milton Road site from these locations will be via Horn Hill and Berry Hill Rds.  Therefore, the use of this site for sports pitches will result in increased traffic along these roads. The junction of Horn Hill/Berry Hill Roads is used as a bus stop for the S4 bus and also for several secondary schools, and there is currently no crossing provision for children using this bus stop.  As a result of the developments at both ends of the Milton Road, traffic has already increased dramatically.  Detailed studies should be undertaken prior to granting permission for any development, i.e. sports pitches, that will further increase traffic in this area of the village.

The present application makes no reference to an archaeological survey.  Important and significant finds, including a henge monument, were made on the land immediately adjacent to the site.  A survey should be carried out prior to any seeding for sports pitches.  However, the application appears to make no provision for this.

In addition to the lack of clarity of the application, the Milton Rd site is no longer suitable as a location for sports pitches.  The 2010 application was made on the basis that “the actual playing pitches would be situated a minimum of 200m from the nearest dwellings on Horn Hill Road and at least 150m from the nearest dwellings on St Marys Road.  Consequently any noise and activity as a result of the use would not lead to a significant loss of amenity to residents”.   The situation in 2018 is very different.  There are now two large housing estates immediately adjacent to the site.  The use of the site for sports pitches (such as for football and cricket) will lead to ongoing noise and nuisance issues for local residents, as well as potential damage to their properties.  Ball Colegrave has already raised concerns regarding this issue, and no doubt nearby residents would share these concerns.  However, since many of the nearest properties have not yet been occupied, or even completed, residents who will have to bear the brunt of these issues have not been consulted.  Further, increased traffic along Horn Hill Road, potential overflow parking issues and floodlighting will be detrimental to the Conservation Area, and the setting of the listed properties within it.  

Finally, it is my understanding that the Applicant intended to consult the entire village as to the future use of the site.  In the recent parish poll, only 36% of the village expressed an opinion. Previous village-wide surveys (e.g. the TAP survey) have indicated that facilities on the Milton Road are not wanted. The application for sports pitches therefore appears premature. Policy AD18 of The Adderbury Plan, shortly to go to referendum, designates this site for “sports and community uses”.  Whatever planning permission is granted therefore ought not to restrict the site to sports pitches alone, which would preclude many other uses which might also fall within “sports and community uses”.  Therefore, rather than granting permission for sports pitches, any planning permission should instead change the use from “agricultural” to “sports and community uses”, in conformity with the Neighbourhood Plan, without any further restriction at this stage.

Susan and David Bradley
Shotover Lodge
Horn Hill Road
West Adderbury


