 From: susan
Sent: 28 December 2017 15:01
To: 'planning@cherwell-dc.gov.uk' <planning@cherwell-dc.gov.uk<mailto:planning@cherwell-dc.gov.uk>>; 'caroline.ford@cherwell-dc.gov.uk' <caroline.ford@cherwell-dc.gov.uk<mailto:caroline.ford@cherwell-dc.gov.uk>>
[bookmark: _GoBack]Subject: Objection to planning application 17/02394/OUT

We wish to object to planning application 17/02394/OUT on the following grounds:
West Adderbury had 266 households at the 2011 census.  Since then, 96 houses have been built and a further 5 are under construction, increasing the size of West Adderbury by 38%.  A further 60 houses, as proposed by this application, would lead to the size of West Adderbury increasing by over 60% in just six years.  This rapid increase is leading to a loss of identity, issues with social cohesion and is a fundamental threat to the character of this part of the village. Any further substantial development would substantially add to these problems.

 Adderbury is frequently described as having a range of facilities, such as a village shop, school, social and sports facilities.  However, with the exception of the Lucy Plackett Playing Field, none of these facilities are in West Adderbury.

The proposed development of an estate of homogenous buildings is wholly out of keeping with the existing pattern of ribbon development along Berry Hill Road, which comprises substantial, individually-styled properties set well back from the road with extensive grass verges in front.

The site is remote from the village centre, particularly the village shop, school, and the other social amenities.  There is no pedestrian access along Berry Hill Road into the village.  Nearby rights of way are unpaved and unlit and are not suitable for providing regular access to village facilities, particularly in the winter and in the evenings.  This development will inevitably lead to increased car use in the area.

The application site is adjacent to the junction of the A4260 with Berry Hill Road.  Recent development in neighbouring villages has led to a substantial increase in traffic along the A4260 and this junction has become particularly hazardous. A significant number of traffic accidents have occurred at or near this junction recently.  The decision to expand the village school to accommodate children from developments in other villages will only increase the amount of traffic.  Vehicular access to a further 60 households cannot therefore be safely provided.

As recognised in the inspector's report on a previous application on this site (APP/C3105/A/06/2032232), the proposed development would deprive the village of an important open green space and would destroy an attractive view of St Mary's Church.

As also noted in the report, the Environmental Agency objected to a much smaller development on this site, owing to the risk of flooding.  Recent developments in Bodicote will discharge run-off into the Sor Brook, already recognised as a substantial flood risk in the centre of the village.  The proposed development will also discharge run-off into the Sor Brook and there is a very real risk that the Sor Brook will be unable to accommodate the increase.

The proposed development will result in excessive urbanisation of what is currently open countryside, destroying the rural nature of this entrance to the village.  It will introduce a harsh and sudden transition from open countryside to urban built form, rather than the current gradual transition provided by the housing along Berry Hill Road.  Although not yet made, the Adderbury Neighbourhood Plan excluded this site from its residential settlement boundary in recognition of the important role it plays in preserving these desirable planning goals.

We believe that the above reasons show that the proposal represents unsustainable development, addresses no identified local need, and is contrary to the Cherwell Local Plan and the National Policy Framework.  It should therefore be refused.

Susan and David Bradley
Shotover Lodge, Horn Hill Rd, West Adderbury

