
 

Consultees for application 17/01981/F 

  

Consultee Date Sent Expires Reply  
 

Conservation (CDC)   14.11.2017 
 

CAMRA 09.10.2017 30.10.2017 09.11.2017 
 

Sibford Gower Parish Council 26.10.2017 09.11.2017 02.11.2017 
 

Sibford Gower Parish Council 06.10.2017 27.10.2017 30.10.2017 
 

Local Highways Authority (OCC) 06.10.2017 20.10.2017 24.10.2017 
 

Thames Water 06.10.2017 27.10.2017  
 

Environmental Protection (CDC) 06.10.2017 20.10.2017 09.10.2017 
 

Housing Standards (CDC) 06.10.2017 20.10.2017  

 



17/01981/F - the Pheasant Pluckers Inn, Burdrop - change of use from A4 to C3  

 

Tue 14/11/2017 10:50 

 

Dear Bob  

 

Thank you for consulting the Design and Conservation Team on the above application.  

 

The proposal relates to the change of use of the former public house to residential. It is noted 

that there is a substantial planning history relating to this issue stretching back to 

2006.  There is also clearly strong public opinion about the issue.  

 

The building is an Asset of Community Value and is also of cultural value to the area. The 

original name for the public house, Bishop Blaize Inn, relates to the important wool industry 

in the settlement. The Sibford Ferris, Sibford Gower and Burdrop Conservation Area 

Appraisal describes the importance of the woollen industry and states ‘It is therefore of no 

small surprise that the former public house, the Bishop Blaize at Burdrop is named after the 

patron saint of the weavers (St Blaise, 4
th

 century martyr). Legend says that wool auction 

were held on Burdrop Green, outside the inn, which bars on its wall the date 1640’.  

 

The conservation area appraisal acknowledges the building as a non-designated heritage asset 

which makes a positive contribution to the area. In Features of special interest it 

acknowledges ‘Former Bishop Blaize, Public House – as this building shows typical vernacular 

construction of the period’ and states ‘The above buildings are undesignated heritage assets 

which contribute significantly to the conservation area’. It also acknowledges the community 

function of the building and under ‘Threats’ includes ‘Loss of local facilities such as the village 

pub and village hall which help reinforce Burdrop’s identity as a separate hamlet, not just a 

residential suburb of Sibford Gower’.  
 

The proposed change of use of the property to residential is considered to cause harm to the 

character and appearance of Burdrop Conservation Area through the loss of the central 

community function played by the public house. The change of use also impacts on the 

physical characteristics of the property including the loss of signage and the lack of public / 

community features such as clear entranceway and public garden. This harm is existing, but 

relates to the lack of active use of the building as a public house and the significance could be 

reinstated if the building were to return to its current and original use.   

 

There is not considered to be any public benefit to outweigh the harm to the character and 

appearance of the designated heritage asset of the Sibford Ferris, Sibford Gower and Burdrop 

Conservation Area nor the non-designated heritage asset of the Bishop Blaise (Pheasant 

Plucker’s Inn) Public House.  

 

Best wishes 

 

Jenny Ballinger 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Mr Bob Neville 

Bodicote House 

Bodicote 

Banbury 

Oxfordshire 

 

9 November 2017 

 

 

Dear Mr Neville, 

 

Your Ref: 17/01981/F Application for Change of Use of The Pheasant Pluckers Inn, Burdrop 

 

I write on behalf of the North Oxfordshire Branch of CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale to express our 

objection to the planning application for Change of Use from A4 to C3 (ACV Listed) of The Pheasant Pluckers 

Inn, Street Through Burdrop, Burdrop, Banbury, OX15 5RQ. 

 

We still consider that this could be a viable public house if it were being run as such. The pub, then called The 

Bishop Blaize, had been listed in the CAMRA Good Beer Guide in 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006, the year that Mr 

and Mrs Noquet purchased it. It was a going concern, popular with the village and with others from the villages 

around.  

 

The more recent renaming and re-opening has been done in such a way as to deter anyone from visiting. There 

is nothing outside the property to advertise it is a public house, nor is there anything that advertises that the 

property is for sale. It now looks, as Mr and Mrs Noquet consider it to be, a private house. We do not believe 

that the current owners have proved that this is not a viable public house; they have only proved that if you over-

value a public house it is not then possible to sell it as such.  

 

There have been offers made to purchase the pub and run it but these have been declined as the owners are 

determined that they will not take any offers that are not at the valuation they have received. We would suggest 

that the offers were made by those who have experience of the licensed trade in the local area and that they 

were reasonable offers. 

 

We would ask that the Council refuse this application for change of use as they have previous applications on 

the grounds that nothing has changed; this property is a viable public house and should be in use as such.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Sarah Durham 

Secretary – North Oxfordshire Branch of the Campaign for Real Ale 

 

 



CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 

CONSULTATION – PLANNING APPLICATION 

 

Application No: 17/01981/F 

 

Date of Letter: N/A 

 

Location: The Pheasant Pluckers Inn, Burdrop 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

COMMENTS FROM SIBFORD FERRIS PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Dear Sirs 

 

With regard to the application for a change of use from A4 to C3, the Parish Council has not changed 

its general view that this public house when functioning as such was a successful and an important 

community asset and its current Category A4 should be retained. 

 

However, with regard to specific claims made in this application, that the business is neither viable 

nor economic to sell, In the absence of publicly available accounts and other relevant financial 

information, the Parish Council does not believe it is possible to form an opinion, and believes the 

application should be withdrawn. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Anita Spencer 

Clerk 

Sibford Ferris Parish Council 

30.10.17 

 











17/01981/F - The Pheasant Pluckers Inn Street Through Burdrop Burdrop Banbury OX15 5RQ 
 
Mon 09/10/2017 11:43 
 
This department has the following  response to this application as presented: 
 
Noise: No comments 
 
Contaminated Land: No comments 
 
Air Quality: No comments 
 
Odour: No comments 
 
Light: No comments 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Neil Whitton 
Environmental Protection Officer 
Cherwell District Council and South Northamptonshire Council  
 




