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1.0 Landscape Objectives

Wendlebury Road 

New cycle / footpath TBC

Holiday Inn Express Hotel
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A set of landscape objectives were prepared to help inform the design 
process and act as a touchstone through the development of the project. 

• Create a robust green edge to the site with clearly defined pedestrian 
entrances 

• Ensure safe and legible pedestrian routes from the public footways to 
the hotel entrances

• Develop a simple and robust palette of materials that respond to 
circulation

• Create a landscape that provides to  a setting for the hotel and 
enhances the sense of arrival 

• Provide new trees of appropriate size and species to define routes 
and create a green structure to the space 

• Develop the planting design such that it contributes to the street 
character, provides enclosure, has seasonal colour and nature 
conservation interest.
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2.0 Landscape Masterplan 

KEY 

1  Main entrance - Textured block paving  mixed shades

2  Pedestrian route around hotel - textured pcc strip paving

3  Pedestrian route through car parking hotel entrance - 
    concrete blocks

4  Parking bays - permeable concrete blocks

5  Gateway structure

6  Covered cycle stands 

7  Car parking planting

8  Planting main entrance

9  Boundary planting

10  Planted swale

11  Proposed boundary hedge

12  Existing hedge and trees
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2.1  Site Sections

Vendee Drive with new tree planting

section A-a

pedestrian entrance gateway, 
with native hedgerow and swale in foreground

car parking tree lined pedestrian route 
in background

specimen trees marking junction of 
pedestrian entrance routes

section B-b

pedestrian entry route, 
with entrance 

gateway in background

car parking access and deliveries planting defining 
parking bays

tree lined 
pedestrian route

A a
B b
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2.1  Site Sections

Wendlebury Road with existing trees and hedge

section C-c

car parking car parking access road planting island with pedestrian route

Wendlebury Road with existing trees and hedge

section D-d

car parking with boundary planting car parking access road

car parking access road tree lined pedestrian route

planting island with pedestrian route
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The paving scheme is designed to aid orientation around and through 
the site.  The entrance is defined by block paving that extends across 
the road to a central island, which also defines a drop off space for 
guests arriving by taxi.

The main pedestrian routes leading to the hotel entrance are 
defined using a contemporary, linear format concrete block.  This 
also helps define an east-west route through the site, linking to future 
development phases outside of the site. 

Legible pedestrian routes are defined through the car park areas 
directing guests to the main building entrance.  The car park bays are 
paved using a permeable concrete block paver, to aid surface water 
drainage.  The car park access roads will be a tarmac finish. 

Refer to drawing TM336L03 for full proposed materials list.

3.0  Landscape Strategy

3.1  Paving Strategy
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3.1  Paving Strategy

Entrance paving - concrete block with natural stone aggregate

Pedestrian walkway - multi size, linear concrete block
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3.1  Paving Strategy

Parking walkway paving - single tone, linear concrete block

Parking paving - grey permeable concrete block
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The planting strategy aims to provide a setting for the hotel, defines 
the routes to the entrance and create a clear green structure across 
the site that also contributes to the overall landscape context of the 
surrounding area.

The two lines of trees that frame the hotel match the proposed species, 
Liquidamber, in Vendee Drive to the western edge.  The entrance is 
marked by a group of four clear stemmed Red Oak trees selected for 
their autumn colour.  

The site boundary is defined by a hedge that extends around the whole 
perimeter, punctuated only at the entrances.  To the east, an existing 
hedge and tree line will be retained and infilled where necessary.  To 
the north, west and south a new clipped native hedge will define the 
site. 

Ornamental planting is selected to bring delight to those walking past, 
in terms of its colour, form, texture and scent.  Ornamental grasses will 
provide dramatic interest to the boundary edges and swale.

Refer to drawing TM336L04 for full proposed planting list.

3.2  Planting Strategy
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3.2.1  Tree Planting Strategy

Liquidambars mark the key pedestrian routes to the hotel entrance, 
which will provide dramatic seasonal colour in  the autumn.  A group of 
Red Oaks, at the junction of the two pedestrian routes, help to mark the 
entrance for people arriving by car.

Smaller ornamental pear trees line the pedestrian routes through the 
car park to the main pedestrian routes.

Native English Oak trees are planted at key junctions in the car 
park which helps to integrate the site boundary condition with the 
surrounding landscape.

Existing trees are retained where possible, particularly to the eastern 
boundary.

Quercus robur Liquidambar styraciflua - summer Pyrus calleryana chanticleerQuercus rubra - summer Quercus rubra - autumnLiquidambar styraciflua - autumn
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3.2.2  Entrance Route Planting

Cornus sericea ‘Flaviramea’ Lavandula angustifolia Allium ‘Globemaster’ Pennisetum aloepecuroidesAnemone x hybrida ‘Whirlwind’Salvia nemorosa ‘Caradonna’

Scented planting and striking seasonal colour will help to define a 
welcoming pedestrian entrance.  Planted in strong bands it will add 
to the sense of direction and create a contemporary setting for the 
building.
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3.2.3  Car Park Planting

Alchemilla mollis Achillea ‘Moonshine’ Calamagrostis acutiflora Rudbeckia fulgida var.‘goldsturm’Tiarella cordifolia

Perennial and evergreen planting provide year round interest and 
structure.  The planting will be low to maintain good sight lines across 
the car park.

Achillea ‘Terracota’



Bicester Gateway, Holiday Inn Express   |  Landscape Strategy |  November  2017 12

Ornamental grasses to the boundary edges and swales are suitable 
for  the wet and dry conditions that will occur in these area.  Each will 
provide seasonal interest whilst retaining year round structure.

3.2.4  Boundary Edge Planting

Carex comans ‘Frosted Curls’ Carex elata ‘Aurea’ Iris sibirica Miscanthus sinensis kleine fontaine Calamagrostis acutiflora stipa gigantea
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Native hedgerow clipped to create a formal boundary

3.2.5  Boundary Hedge

Native hedgerow in early summer with flowering interest

A new native hedgerow, is proposed to the east, north and south which 
contains the same species as the existing native hedgerow to the west.  
The hedgerow will be under seeded with a species rich grassland mix, 
suitable for shady, understorey aspects.
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3.3  Existing Trees & Hedges Retained / Removed

3no. category C trees are to be removed on the west of the site 
boundary, as well as the hedgerow on this boundary.

A group of category C trees to the north of the site is to be removed.

The hedgerow to the east of the site is to be partially removed to make 
room for the site access.

48no. trees are to be planted in place of the 3no. trees to be removed 
(excluding the tree planting to Vendee Drive), as well as a new hedge 
to the south, west and north and infill hedgerow planting to the east.


