[bookmark: _MailOriginal][bookmark: _GoBack]From: Claire Cockerill 
Sent: 30 April 2019 23:07
To: DC Support
Cc: Councillor George Reynolds; Councillor Douglas Webb
Subject: Objection to Marina Glebe Farm, Claydon

Dear Sir/Madam,
Please accept this email as proof that we strongly object to the planning application made for a 192 berth Marina at Glebe Farm, Claydon on the following grounds;

1) We do not believe that the current road infrastructure is capable of supporting the increased traffic volume that would occur. Currently the boddington road out of the village is a single track road, in poor condition. The creation of the Marina would significantly increase the volume of traffic and most likely create what I believe would be a traffic bottleneck through Claydon due to it being the most direct route to the M40. This would further damage the road infrastructure  in and around Claydon and place extra burden on supporting road infrastructure from other directions leading the same erosion of roads at an accelerated rate. For evidence of this you simply have to refer to the extremely poor work done to patch the Mollington Road out of Claydon recently that has done nothing to improve the road surface or resolve the erosion of the road edges.

2) The increased volume of traffic would also pose an increased risk to villagers. We already see the village being used as a shortcut via other motorists who seemingly have little regard for the speed limit on narrow roads with limited visibility.

3) Access to the site during the winter months will be precarious at best given the limited gritting and maintenance of the highway along the Boddington Road past the village boundary. During periods of snow it is a struggle to get out of the village, and hence access to the Marina will be likely unviable (we have attempted and failed to get to Boddington via this route on previous episodes of Snow). Again this will create the further risk of accidents or worse from people attempting to leave the Marina.

4) As we have seen in Cropredy, it is highly unlikely that users of the Marina will be purely holiday makers and we will almost certainly see a uptake in permanent residents requiring regular access by vehicle i.e. not just by boat. This will create additional pollution in the local environment from the associated traffic, bilge water, oil and other waste materials (including boat sewage) that will inevitably enter the local water system.

5) An increase in semi-permanent or permanent residents in the Marina will clearly put additional strain on limited local services such as the doctors in Cropredy and Fenny Compton, making it more difficult for genuine local residents to access already stretched services.

6) We already suffer from HGV's getting stuck in the village due to the limited turning circles and road widths and would expect to see a marked increase in the amount of traffic disruption and localised damage to property caused by the significant volume of construction traffic this development would attract. Similarly you would expect that this will also increase the risk to pedestrians and cars where local residents have to park in Main Street in front of their properties.

7) It would be unrealistic to expect that having submitted a previous application for a higher capacity of berths that the owners involved would stop at developing the site further if the 192 berths were approved. Supporting evidence of such expansion is clear from Cropredy Marina that has recently been granted approval for a further 100 berths. Allowing this development to continue would signal that the council would be more favourable to expansion plans in the future, exacerbating the damage and safety concerns cited above - again I reference the evidence at Cropredy as an example.

8) The development would cause significant light pollution, noise pollution and damage to the local natural environment if allowed to go ahead. 

9) The development does not benefit the local community whatsoever. As the application cites it will not be open to the public any convenience retail capacity built as part of the marina would be inaccessible to Claydon residents. As a village without a local convenience store, or other shared community resource (bar the church) it seems ludicrous that the council would allow such a development to create a "mini-community" that does nothing to enrich or enhance the life of Claydon Villagers, many of whom are elderly and would benefit greatly from a more local resource such as a shop. 

10) With a massive increase in berths at both Cropredy and Fenny Compton (both of which have better access and infrastructure) it is inconceivable to believe that the canal has the capacity or requirement to have a third marina within two miles of the other two. Consequently the only conclusion to be drawn is that this will lead to further congestion, and related accidents, upon the canal itself due to the high volume of boat traffic that the marina will attract. 

As stated before, please accept this email as our formal notice that we strongly object to this application and any future planning applications for the marina development at Glebe Farm.

Yours faithfully

Steve and Claire Cockerill
Meadow House
Crossing Lane
Claydon.

