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Purpose

This Method Statement explains how, during detailed design and the course of
construction, the developer of Bicester Gateway will protect the archaeology in
Phase 1B, illustrated on the Archaeology Report Map shown at Section 3.6 of the
Design & Access Statement. The reports by Cotswold Archaeology on the planning
file provide the detail, explaining the significance, and justifying the approach we
propose. The idea is that the archaeological remains in this area will be preserved in
situ, with no buildings, no ground penetrating foundations, and no tree planting
permitted. The archaeological potential of Phase 1A has been found to be limited,
with no preservation in situ proposed.

Protection Methodology

Our response to the need for archaeological protection started pre-application with
amendments to the concept design. The Master Plan therefore shows B1
development fronting on to the A41 and sited away from the area where
archaeological protection works are required. The intention is to use the south-east
corner of Phase 1B for car parking.

The application site is lower that the surrounding roads, and Phase 1 is not in an
area of flood risk, so there is plenty of scope to make up the land deploying a
horizontal bund and cellular confinement techniques. As the Bicester Gateway
application is currently at the outline application stage, the exact technigues deployed
can be subject to a planning condition requiring the prior approval of the design and
methodology. Therefore, the exact details will be approved by Cherwell District
Council (on advice from the County Archaeologist) prior to the commencement of
development within Phase 1B.

Our outline proposal is that, prior to construction commencing, the following will take
place:

1. The Construction Manager will be issued with a copy of the planning
permission, together with this Method Statement (updated prior to
commencement) and the reports prepared by Cotswold Archaeology.

2. A Pre-construction Meeting will be held between the appointed contractor and
Cotswold Archaeology to ensure that the archaeological issues are
understood and the proposed protection measures are fit for purpose and will
be implemented in a diligent way.

3. Cotswold Archaeology will hold a Watching Brief during the construction of
Phases 1A and 1B.

The following protective methodology illustrates the approach to construction works,
with the final detail being approved by way of the pre-commencement condition
referred to above:

1. The area subject to protective measures will be clearly identified on site,
including fencing and signage.

2. The ground will be cleared of vegetation, with appropriate supervision on site
by Cotswold Archaeology.



3. The existing ground level will then be made up and levelled to form a
horizontal buffer zone, with a geotextile cellular confinement system (“CCS”)
added on top, as the principal measure to protect the in situ archaeology, with
a 150 mm layer of fine sand above this forming a physical buffer with the final
finished surface (engineered to protect against compaction and subsidence).
The CCS will be semi-permeable, akin to the protective measures used in
root protection zones. Terram, for example, is one of the leading providers of
such systems (see Appendix).

4. The buffer zones and CCS will be selected to maintain the sub-soil burial
environment (e.g. hydrology), based on advice from Cotswold Archaeology.

5. The proposed car park area will then be finished off and set out on this made
up area, having regard for all normal engineering requirements.

There will be no piled foundations, digging or other disturbance in the archaeological
protection zone, and there will be no tree planting. SUDs drainage will be deployed
and any service ducts (e.g. cabling for lights) will be designed and installed with input
from Cotswold Archaeology. Subject to levels, any new service ducts will be set
within the horizontal buffer zone. It is expected that all major services will be routed
away from the protected area — in any event, the planning condition protecting the
archaeology will specifically exclude foundations and service ducts within the
archaeological layer, so further permissions would need to be sought in the unlikely
event that services need to cross the protected area.

Conclusion

We are currently at the outline planning application stage. Conditions will be
imposed to protect the archaeology identified by Cotswold Archaeology in the south-
east corner of Phase 1B. These conditions will prohibit intrusive works such as
digging, foundations, services and tree planting in this area, and pre-commencement
conditions will require the submission and approval of a detailed report that provides
for the installation of horizontal bunds and a CCS, or such other system, that will
ensure the archaeology remains undisturbed and preserved in situ in accordance
with the principles outlined in this Method Statement. Cotswold Archaeology will hold
a Watching Brief and will be on hand to advise throughout the detailed design and
construction phases.



APPENDIX: EXAMPLES OF CELLULAR CONFINEMENT SYSTEMS
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plastic mesh for grass
reinforcement
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For further information, see: http://www.terram.com/downloads/ or similar systems.



http://www.terram.com/downloads/

