
 



C28 CONTROL WILL BE EXERCISED OVER ALL NEW DEVELOPMENT, 

INCLUDING CONVERSIONS AND EXTENSIONS, TO ENSURE THAT THE 

STANDARDS OF LAYOUT, DESIGN AND EXTERNAL APPEARANCE, 

INCLUDING THE CHOICE OF EXTERNAL-FINISH MATERIALS, ARE 

SYMPATHETIC TO THE CHARACTER OF THE URBAN OR RURAL CONTEXT 

OF THAT DEVELOPMENT. IN SENSITIVE AREAS SUCH AS CONSERVATION 

AREAS, THE AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY AND AREAS OF 

HIGH LANDSCAPE VALUE, DEVELOPMENT WILL BE REQUIRED TO BE OF A 

HIGH STANDARD AND THE USE OF TRADITIONAL LOCAL BUILDING 

MATERIALS WILL BE NORMALLY BE REQUIRED. 

 

C29 THE COUNCIL WILL SEEK TO ENSURE THAT ALL NEW BUILDINGS, 

EXTENSIONS AND ALTERATIONS TO EXISTING BUILDINGS ADJACENT TO THE 

OXFORD CANAL, ARE DESIGNED TO A HIGH STANDARD WHICH 

COMPLEMENTS THE TRADITIONAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE WATERSIDE 

SETTING IN TERMS OF THEIR DESIGN, MATERIALS AND LANDSCAPING. 

 

9.66 The standard of design acceptable to the District Council will be influenced by the 

environmental context of the site and its surroundings, and the nature, size and 

prominence of the development proposed. Design considerations will, when appropriate, 

include the siting, layout, size, scale, architectural style, building materials, means of 

enclosure and landscaping of new buildings and associated land uses. The Council will 

seek to avoid discordant or badly designed development that would harm the appearance 

and character of the existing built environment, the Green Belt or the countryside. 

 

9.67 In appropriate circumstances a landscaping scheme incorporating the retention of 

existing trees and hedgerows of amenity value will be required to be included as part of 

development proposals. Trees are a valuable feature of both the rural and the urban 

landscape. Their amenity value and screening effect can enhance the appearance of new 

development. Thus where ever new tree or hedge planting is considered desirable for 

aesthetic reasons, and can be justified by the nature or scale of the development proposed, 

the Council will attached appropriate conditions to a planning approval. Landscaping 

schemes should normally include tree and shrub planting but should also include 

landscape modelling and hard-surface detailing whenever necessary. General guidance 

for developers is given in BS. 5837:1991 – ‘A guide to trees in relation to construction’ 

although developers are advised to contact the Council’s Leisure Services Department for 

more detailed advice. 

 

9.68 It is not the object of policy C28 to suppress innovation and creativity of design. In 

order to promote the creation of an interesting and attractive built environment the 

Council will encourage variety in design, provided that the appearance of a proposed new 

development is sensitive to the particular site and is in harmony with the general 

character of its surroundings. 

 



C39 THE COUNCIL WILL NORMALLY GRANT PLANNING PERMISSION FOR 

MASTS AND OTHER TELECOMMUNICATIONS STRUCTURES WHERE IT HAS 

BEEN DEMONSTRATED THAT: 

 

(i). IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO SHARE EXISTING FACILITIES; 

 

(ii). IN THE CASE OF RADIO MASTS IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO ERECT THE 

ANTENNA ON AN EXISTING BUILDING OR OTHER STRUCTURE; AND 

 

(iii). IN THE AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY AND THE AREA 

OF HIGH LANDSCAPE VALUE THERE IS NO SUITABLE ALTERNATIVE 

SITE AVAILABLE IN A LESS SENSITIVE LOCATION. 

 

9.86 The Government’s overall aim as set out in PPG8 is to balance the need and 

demands for maintaining and developing telecommunications systems whilst at the same 

time protecting the character and appearance of buildings, towns and the countryside as 

far as possible from unsightly telecommunications equipment. 

 

9.87 In assessing proposals for large communications equipment the local planning 

authority will require details of any other related mast proposals and how the proposal is 

linked to the network. In addition applicants should show that they have explored the 

possibility of site sharing with other operators or erecting antennas on an existing 

building or other structure. 

 

9.88 In all cases the Council will expect the materials, colour and design of the apparatus 

to be sympathetic to the character of its urban or rural context. It is particularly concerned 

to minimise the impact of such developments on the landscape. In addition, the Council 

may require new structures to have additional strength to accommodate possible future 

facilities. 


