From: Louise Sherwell [mailto:louisesherwell@warwickshire.gov.uk] 
Sent: 24 April 2017 10:59
To: Planning
Cc: James Kirkham
Subject: 17/00485/F - St Georges Catholic Church, Adderbury

Dear James,

Regarding the above application for demolition of the existing building and the erection of two dwellings, I would recommend that Charlotte's previous comments (dated 5th January 2016) remain largely the same in relation to the amended plans.   In light of the amended proposals it appears that the stream within the site is no longer proposed to be culverted which is welcomed, as this will retain the existing wildlife corridor through the site. The submitted ecological survey report is still in date.

The bat survey assessed the potential for bats to be present as negligible and found no evidence of bat roosts. It would be advisable however for all contractors to be briefed regarding the protection given to bats and what to do if they discover one during works. Ideally the wooden roof shingles and soffits should be first removed by hand.

 

There are several swift records in the local area and there is a swift nest record for the existing building dated 2010.  As such swifts may be using the building to nest and as such demolition work should be timed to avoid the nesting bird season (approx March to August inclusive). If this is not possible, a check for nesting birds should be undertaken by a qualified ecologist prior to works commencing.  In line with the NPPF and Local Plan Policy ESD 10 to seek a gain in biodiversity, I would also suggest that two swift nest bricks are provided within the design of the new dwellings, which could be placed high up under the eaves on the east or west elevations. The swift conservation group officer would be happy to provide further information on types of bricks and locations.  

The landscaping plans should also include native species of plants, which are of higher value to local wildlife than non-native species. Close boarded fencing on site should not be permitted to allow movement of wildlife into other gardens and adjacent open space. The addition of an invertebrate box on site would also help to increase biodiversity value slightly.

I would recommend the following conditions and notes:
K17 Biodiversity Enhancement
Prior to the commencement of the development hereby approved, including any demolition, and any works of site clearance, a method statement for enhancing biodiversity and ensuring no net loss of opportunities for biodiversity shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the biodiversity enhancement measures shall be carried out and retained in accordance with the approved details.
Reason KR3
 
PN25 Bats
Bats are a highly mobile species which move between a number of roosts throughout the year. All works must proceed with caution, all contractors should be briefed on the possibility of encountering bats and should any bats be found during the course of works all activity in that area must cease until a bat consultant has been contacted for advice on how to proceed. Removal of wooden roof shingles and soffits by hand would further reduce the chance of inadvertent injury to bats and is recommended. Under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and the Habitat and Species Regulations 2010 it is illegal to intentionally or recklessly disturb, harm or kill bats or destroy their resting places.
Kind regards,
Louise
Louise Sherwell
Assistant Ecologist
Ecological Services
Community Services
