NORTH WEST BICESTER – REALIGNMENT OF HOWES LANE & LORDS LANE

We the undersigned local Bicester and surrounding villages County Councillors are unable at this time to put forward meaningful comments until we have a better understanding of how the realignment of Howe’s Lane & Lords Lane will impact on other roads regarding traffic flows and movements in and around Bicester, particularly the Middleton Stoney and Bucknell Roads. More evidence is required to demonstrate the advantages if any that the new tunnel and road will deliver.

 With many new developments in and around Bicester the Oxfordshire County Council and Cherwell District need to ensure  that there are robust conditions in place for developers to build roads to the appropriate highway standard, and in particular, the Howe’s Lane re-alignment.

We have strong concerns about the implied intention of 'downgrading' Howe’s Lane from a semi-fast perimeter or orbital road to a residential estate road, without any meaningful alternative options should the remaining 'eastern by-pass' become blocked. 

We are of the view that the knock-on effects have not been fully considered. There needs to be a proper balance between the aspirations of the 'eco development' and existing residents in Bicester and surrounding villages.

 So given the un-certainties and potential for further change we believe all options should be kept open especially at this early stage in respect to the ‘replacement’ road for Howe’s Lane and the proposed 30 mph speed limit.

Under the Access and Travel Strategy, we welcome, support and note Para 4.2 – High Quality Walking and Cycling Linkages which includes Primary & Secondary connections from NW Bicester as outlined on Pages 11-15 of the Strategy document.

We draw your attention to page 14 –Primary Connections and note that the Middleton Stoney Road is listed as Primary Route 1 with cycling and walking routes which should be segregated from traffic – all weather surfaces – lit – be a direct route.

Given the above - How will this impact on the recent decision by the Oxfordshire County Council and developers to install Road Humps, Advisory Cycle Lane (painted white line) with no footpath on the south side with a poorly maintained footpath on the North side of the Middleton Stoney Road?

We are concerned at the lack of adequate, cycle-ways and footpaths provision through-out Bicester and would urge Developers, Cherwell District and the County Council to note:- 

Section 4, Promoting sustainable transport, paragraph 35 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states: - Plans should protect and exploit opportunities for the use of sustainable transport modes for the movement of goods or people. Therefore, developments should be located and designed where practical to

●● accommodate the efficient delivery of goods and supplies;

●● give priority to pedestrian and cycle movements, and have access to high quality public transport facilities;

●● create safe and secure layouts which minimise conflicts between traffic and cyclists or pedestrians, avoiding street clutter and where appropriate establishing home zones;

●● Incorporate facilities for charging plug-in and other ultra-low emission vehicles; and

●● consider the needs of people with disabilities by all modes of transport.

We would also draw your attention to the Goals and Objectives as outlined in the ‘Connecting Oxfordshire’ consultation document on the new Local Transport Plan especially Objective 8 which seeks to ‘Encourage and facilitate physically active travel (walking and cycling) to support health’
There are a number of other issues that we would like more information on before responding in more detail such as:

 Adequacy of School places for secondary and primary education.
We are strongly opposed to any Industrial Storage and Distribution Development on the corner of Howes Lane and Middleton Stoney Road which will be a  blight on the skyline of the local residential area.
We wish to see appropriate levels of recreational space for the NW Bicester site.

We have grave safety concerns about the capacity of the Middleton Stoney Road to accommodate the planned increased usage by buses of the road, to the detriment of other road users, cyclists and pedestrians 
Signed
Cllr. Les Sibley. Cllr. Michael Waine, Cllr.Lawrie Stratford, Cllr. Mrs Catherine Fulljames and Cllr. Tim Hallchurch.

21 August 2014

