From: Rob Lowther 
Sent: 05 September 2014 09:20
To: Jenny Barker
Subject: 14/01384/OUT - Bicester Eco Town Exemplar Site Banbury Road B4100 Caversfield

Further to your consultation of 22 August 2014 I can confirm that I have examined the Noise and Vibration Section of the Environmental Statement submitted in support of this planning application. 

The baseline data used to prepare that ES has been obtained using the appropriate British Standard techniques and industry approved standards. The methodology had been agreed with the noise consultants prior to the fieldwork being carried out.

Three key noise and vibration related topics were examined in the ES, the first being an examination of the site in terms of its suitability for the proposed use of predominantly residential. The noise survey work indicates that the majority of the site is suitable to be developed without additional noise mitigation measures to protect the amenity of the future occupants of the dwellings.

Those areas off the site that are subject to elevated levels of noise principally form road traffic sources must be clearly identified and dwellings that are constructed in these areas must be designed and constructed in such a manner that they contain elements of sound insulation that will ensure that the internal noise levels contained within BS 8233:2014 Table 4 can be achieved.

Noise from construction activity has been assessed and the applicants indicate that noise standards and proposed methods of control will be presented in more detail in a Construction Environmental Management Plan. The preparation and submission of such a plan must be conditional to any approval given.

Noise from fixed operational plant and equipment is also considered. It is recognised that the detail of this equipment has yet to emerge and that when this has been finalised it will be assessed in accordance with BS 4142:1997. This approach should be made conditional and the noise level that should not be exceeded is defined as follows: The rated level of noise emitted from…x items of plant….installed at …y location….shall not exceed background when measured in accordance with BS 4142:1997 at the nearest noise sensitive location to the operational location.

Rob Lowther

ASB Manager
