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Sent: 04 June 2015 16:30
To: Caroline Ford
Subject: 15/00760/F - North And South Arcade At Bicester Eco Town Exemplar Site Charlotte Avenue Bicester

Caroline,

Whilst I understand the desire for uniformity in any planting scheme, there is an opportunity within this proposed landscape to encourage species diversity and to improve bio-security on-site by selecting an alternative to the proposed Carpinus betulus ‘Frans Fontaine’ which is already a dominant species within the Exempler street scene.  

The location and identification of the Arcade area would be highlighted further by the complimentary planting of street trees with differing character and qualities to the C.B ‘Frans Fontaine’. I would therefore recommend that the 4 No CB ‘ Frans Fontaine’ are substituted for either 4 No Liquidamber styraciflua ‘Worplesdon’ or Gleditsia triacanthos ‘skyline’ or Ginkgo biloba ‘Lakeview’.

To encourage and promote rapid establishment and full crown development, all four trees are to be planted within load-bearing planting pits constructed to contain both adequate aeration and irrigation systems and a sufficient volume of soil to support the tree into maturity. To reduce irrigation /maintenance costs, all pits in hard surface areas should be integrated into adjacent rainwater harvesting systems. Each tree pit should have resin bonding surfacing with further protection provided to each tree by a galvanised tree cage.

The parking area to the North Arcade requires tree planting to mitigate the urban heat island effect, to provide valued shading for parked vehicles and to further improve habitat and biodiversity levels. Two trees planted in uniform fashion with the first tree centrally located between the first and second quarters of the bay area with the second tree planted centrally between the third and fourth quarter should achieve this proposal. In this location I would recommend 2 No Corylus colurna (Turkish Hazel) which would tolerate reflective urban heat as well as being ‘bee friendly’. Again both of these trees are to planted within engineered load-bearing planting pits. 

The boundary planting scheme for the south Arcade is generally acceptable however, I would substitute the Fagus sylvatica for Carpinus betulus which I would consider more appropriate for the location.



C20      Planting Pits (hard landscaped areas)
         Prior to the commencement of the development hereby approved, and notwithstanding the submitted details, full details, locations, specifications and construction methods for all purpose built tree pits and associated above ground features, to include specifications for the installation of below ground, load-bearing ‘cell structured’ root trenches, root barriers, irrigation systems and a stated volume of a suitable growing medium to facilitate and promote the healthy development of the proposed trees, shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details and specifications.
            Reason CR1

C21      Planting Pits (soft landscaped areas)
         Prior to the commencement of the development hereby approved, and notwithstanding the submitted details, full details, locations, specifications and construction methods for all tree pits located within soft landscaped areas, to include specifications for the dimensions of the pit, suitable irrigation and support systems and an appropriate method of mulching, shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details and specifications.
         Reason CR1


Regards
Jon Brewin 
Arboricultural Officer 
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