Dear Caroline Ford
            
Site :      

1) Various Parcel of Land North of Lords Farm and South of Hawkwell Farm, Bucknell Road, Bicester

2) Land Adj Bicester Road and South West of Avonbury Business Park, Howes Lane, Bicester

3) 20 Ha of Land Proposal of New Highway Aligned with Howes Lane, Bicester

 
Development:    
1) Scoping Opinion for development to provide residential dwellings, commercial floor space, leisure facilities, social and community facilities, a primary school, extra care housing, water treatment plant and energy centre, amenity space and service infrastructure. 

2) Scoping Opinion for development to provide residential dwellings, green space, a primary school, a secondary school, social and community facilities, an energy centre, commercial floor space, amenity space and service infrastructure.

3) Scoping Opinion for development to provide strategic infrastructure, namely a new road to replace Howes Lane with new crossing under the railway to enable reconnection to Lords.

Application No: 1) 14/00005/SCOP, 2) 14/00006/SCOP, 3) 14/00007/SCOP

 
Thank you for your letters dated 16 June 2014 advising the Highways Agency (HA) of the above scoping opinions.
 

The HA is an executive agency of the Department for Transport (DfT).  We are responsible for operating, maintaining and improving England’s strategic road network (SRN) on behalf of the Secretary of State for Transport. In this case it relates to the M40, A34 and A43. 
 

The HA will be concerned with proposals that have the potential to impact the safe and efficient operation of the SRN.  From the information provided, we would recommend that the cumulative effects of any proposed development at this location should be considered at M40 Junction 9 and Junction 10, this would likely be in the context of Cherwell District Council’s Local Plan and its supporting evidence, together with the North West Bicester Masterplan (and subsequent Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)). An assessment would be required to demonstrate the potential impact of the type and scale proposed development at this location, together with identified deliverable mitigation measures.  The overall forecast demand should be compared to the existing network to accommodate traffic over a period up to ten years after the date of registration of a planning application or the end of the Local Plan.

The HA expects the promoters of development to put forward initiatives that manage down the demand of traffic proposals to support the promotion of sustainable transport and the development of accessible sites. This is particularly necessary where the potential impact is on sections of the SRN that could experience capacity problems in the short or medium term. We would be concerned if any material increase in traffic were to occur on the SRN as a result of planned growth without careful consideration of mitigation measures. It is important that the Local Plan provides the planning policy framework to ensure development cannot progress without the appropriate infrastructure in place. We are currently reviewing North West Bicester Masterplan which will inform the subsequent SPD. 
We would welcome further involvement throughout the development of this proposal and would be happy to meet with the site promoters and the Council to discuss further.

  

I hope this is helpful
 
Yours sincerely
   

Patrick Blake, Assistant Asset Manager
Highways Agency | Federated House | London Road | Dorking | RH4 1SZ
Tel: +44 (0) 1306 878363 | Mobile: + 44 (0) 7825 024024
Web: http://www.highways.gov.uk
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