From: PublicAccessDC.Comments@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk [mailto:PublicAccessDC.Comments@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk] 
Sent: 03 July 2014 11:03
To: Public Access DC Comments
Subject: Comments for Planning Application 14/00801/F

Planning Application comments have been made. A summary of the comments is provided below.
Comments were submitted at 11:02 AM on 03 Jul 2014 from Mr Robert West.
	Application Summary

	Address:
	Swalcliffe Park Equestrian Ltd Grange Lane Swalcliffe Banbury OX15 5EX 

	Proposal:
	Use of land for mixed use comprising equestrian training/competitions (use class D2) and agriculture, together with extension of existing vehicle parking area 

	Case Officer:
	Bob Neville 

	Click for further information


	Customer Details

	Name:
	Mr Robert West

	Email:
	

	Address:
	The Old Post Office 2 The Green, Swalcliffe, Oxfordshire OX15 5EJ


	Comments Details

	Commenter Type:
	General Public

	Stance:
	Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application

	Reasons for comment:
	

	Comments:
	I believe that all those living in the countryside should support its economy and enterprise. It is a privilege for those of us who do not contribute directly to its economy to live here and our personal amenity has to be considered in this context. Country life evolves like everything else: equestrian leisure alongside farming is a natural evolution in current economic times and responds to the aspirations of many people who want a country life. We depend upon our farmers as stewards of the countryside to manage change expertly, and I consider that there are few better examples than the Taylors at Grange Farm in this respect. I understand that people have concerns about change, but I think in this instance they are easily exaggerated and, again, I would expect Grange Farm to deal with them with utmost responsibility. It should also be acknowledged that the application relates to an existing activity, so it is not introducing something new or inappropriate. I appreciate that those most directly affected may be concerned about an increase in activity that will disturb them. Other letters to the council about the application make some very sensible suggestions to minimise any impact, and some would in fact reduce the impact of current activities. A benefit of this application is clearly to regularise the existing use. It seems to me that the council can easily attach conditions to an approval for this application dealing with the siting of temporary toilets, stalls, etc. and setting access routes and limits on broadcast noise. An outright refusal would be quite disproportionate. I do not agree that the Grange Farm proposals will adversely affect the Conservation Areas. The main road through Swalcliffe is the B4305, on which I live, and it is a moderately busy route at certain times of day. Country life starts at daybreak and, especially in the summer, large farm vehicles are necessarily active very early and I accept this as part of life here. At all times of the year we are very aware of commuter traffic driving to Banbury station from 5.30, but in any case this is not an issue that has any effect particular to the conservation area. In terms of visual amenity, which is surely far more relevant, the application site is not visible from the conservation area and would have no impact. In summary, I support the application and look to the council to agree reasonable conditions to mitigate effects on immediate neighbours. Robert West BA BArch RIBA The Old Post Office 2 The Green Swalciffe OX15 5EJ 


