From: PublicAccessDC.Comments@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk [mailto:PublicAccessDC.Comments@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk] 
Sent: 25 June 2014 14:28
To: Public Access DC Comments
Subject: Comments for Planning Application 14/00801/F

Planning Application comments have been made. A summary of the comments is provided below.
Comments were submitted at 2:26 PM on 25 Jun 2014 from Mr Ben Benson.
	Application Summary

	Address:
	Swalcliffe Park Equestrian Ltd Grange Lane Swalcliffe Banbury OX15 5EX 

	Proposal:
	Use of land for mixed use comprising equestrian training/competitions (use class D2) and agriculture, together with extension of existing vehicle parking area 

	Case Officer:
	Bob Neville 

	Click for further information


	Customer Details

	Name:
	Mr Ben Benson

	Email:
	

	Address:
	Stratford Lodge Main Road, Swalcliffe, Oxfordshire OX15 5EH


	Comments Details

	Commenter Type:
	General Public

	Stance:
	Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application

	Reasons for comment:
	

	Comments:
	I’m writing in favour of the planning applications stated above. I am the owner of BT Benson Ltd, an established farriery company that has been operating in this area for 10years. Throughout this time I have seen Swalcliffe Park Equestrian expand its operations and with that I have benefitted from an increase in my business. Many of my clients rely on the facilities at Swalcliffe Park Equestrian for their own training, competitions and their businesses. Without Swalcliffe Park Equestrian, they would not be able to run a business themselves. I am also often required to provide farrier cover on their competition days. I feel that by allowing the planning permission to go through this will hugely improve their facilities and secure this area, which is already very popular, as a destination for equestrian excellence. This will serve to increase my business, which will in turn allow me to continue training apprentices and providing employment to the local community. As a resident of Swalcliffe Village, I would also like to point out that although there may be an increase in traffic on competition days, it is in no way comparable to the traffic experienced on the B4035 in the morning and evening rush hour. This road, I believe was built as a trunk road to link up the Fosse Way and the M40, so but it’s very nature it will be busy. The competition traffic at least goes slowly through the villages. As the one of the lead farriers at the London 2012 Olympic Games, the head farrier for the London Paralympic games, as part of the World Class Eventing Development team and a farrier for the BEF Excel Talent programme, I feel it is imperative to have a facility that attracts more top class people to this area. The better the facilities at Swalcliffe Park Equestrian are, the more people will come and use it, which again all help the local economy. Every year they hold an event which they jointly run with British Eventing. This is a very well attended event and again provides business opportunities for local people. The businesses range from photography companies, saddlers and caterers. When the event is on large numbers of visitors come to Swalcliffe and the surrounding areas. It is my opinion that they must contribute thousands of pounds to the local economy. From the surrounding B and B’s and hotels to local garages and shops, there are a whole host of businesses who benefit from the event. Swalcliffe Park Equestrian is a superb facility, which offers employment and gives so much back to the local community. In order to enable the facility to continue, grow and prosper; I fully support the upgrades that they are requesting. This is a business based in the countryside, which is fully sustainable. It is a successful venture that embraces a country sport and all it stands for. It is my feeling that the countryside needs to be able to sustain itself and provide for the people who use it to live. Whilst it would be wonderful to have the British countryside, wild and undeveloped for aesthetic purposes; this is simply not a realistic option for the families who wish to live within it. In conclusion, I support the proposed development: 1. To secure the region as a centre of equestrian excellence. 2. I will gain clients and this will enable me to continue to offer employment to local people. 3. Their business will to continue to contribute to the local economy. 4. They are well respected members of our community, who are very involved in village life. 5. They have a viable business which uses the countryside in a traditional manner for a traditional sport and they use the countryside in a way that allows them to support their own families. 


