                                                           Mr. and Mrs. Marc Vandamme

                                                           Partway House

                                                           Swalcliffe,  OX 15 5HA

August 19, 2014

Ms. Fitzsimons 

Ms. Rozinah Shah

c/o Health and Safety

Cherwell District Council

Ref: Application 14/00801/f

Applicant’s Name: Swalcliffe Park Equestrian

Proposal: Use of land for mixed use comprising equestrian training/

                  Competitions (use of Class D2) and agriculture , together with 

                  An Extension of existing vehicle parking area

Location: Swalcliffe Park Equestrian Ltd, Grange, Farm, Grane Lane,

 Parish   : Swalcliffe

Prior to this application going to Committee on September 4, 2014, we would like

bring to your attention the following as it has been over one year since our 

first complaint to Council . We have never been contacted to try and remedy these

issues for the protection of our private amenity and the local residents’ amenity

and the protection of our health and safety:

1. Air Pollution effects from  Carbon Monoxide from a huge increase in traffic 
currently and even more expected should the above application be approved.

a. Today there is no planning permit for any activity on the farmland adjacent

to our property on 3 sides.

vs

This Planning  proposal to have up to 50 riders ( plus coaches/family/guests) per day 

on these fields, equating to a possible :

· 100 +  to and fro  trips with diesel lorries and cars per day

· 36,500  to and fro trips   per annum

b. We insist that the Council must be responsible and make a study of the impact 

        this additional car and lorry pollution will have on environmental health and 

        public health,  particularly in view of the most  recent Environmental and Health 

        Concern at the European Level of the effects of Particles of PM 10 . 

This road traffic pollution combined with the lorry diesel pollution of the Anaerobic

Digester that was an application approved for the same Grange Farm will make levels

of Airborne particulate matter a major source of concern.

We believe that these have not been correctly identified nor examined in an Environmental 

Impact Assessment , particularly in view of the red area land being designated

High Landscape Value.

2. Water Pollution- Ground Pollution and Surface Water Pollution

Since last August 2013, we have complained to the Council that we are fearful for 

the pollution to the fields adjacent to our property . These fields are currently farm land

and have been only used for crop growing.

Should equestrian activity take place on these fields for up to 365 days a year, the horse

manure and dog waste will be at such a high level so as to contaminate the natural water 

stream that runs across the field and into our water well. This same water runs down into 

Park Lane and , with the regular flooding  down Park Lane, runs everywhere in the village.

We have requested Council to look into these matters as of August 2013 when 

Swalcliffe Park Equestrian held a 3 day event during which time there were stables 

up against our hedge as well as toilets , showers and muck heap.

We have yet to receive any correspondence or contact whatsoever from the Council

on these issues of health and safety .

These past 3 weeks from last week  of July through the first 2 weeks of August , we have had people

camping overnight with portaloos, camping cars, tents, and noise and traffic 24/7.

It appears that Council has taken no measures to safeguard our private/ local 

amenity or our health and safety . Despite having had ample time to investigate,

no study was made as to the possible harmful effects to health from the Anaerobic 

Digester and its pollution and potential risks.

    Council appears to knowingly jeopardize the amenity, health , and environment

    of the Objectors and the two Conservation Villages on the basis that the land 

    lies 500 meters from these Areas. Also, Council has allowed the Applicant to move 

    a public footpath for the Digester and has failed to protect the amenity of those 

    that come to  Swalcliffe and Sibford Ferris to enjoy  its briddleways and footpaths

    and  to bike ride, jog, or simply walk in this wonderful countryside. 

    How is it possible that Council has been so one sided to the financial benefit 

    of one landowner and to the detriment of everyone else? 

