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17 September 2014 



Dear Mr Ihringer 
Request for Pre-application Advice

LAND SOUTH OF PERDISWELL FARM SHIPTON ROAD SHIPTON ON CHERWELL

Thank you for your letter of 21 August consulting English Heritage about the above EIA Scoping Report.

We welcome the inclusion of archaeology and cultural heritage within the proposed EIA, including the assessment of the impact upon the adjacent Blenheim Park World Heritage Site and Registered Garden and the Woodstock Conservation Area.

This development lies within the setting of the scheduled monument known as Blenheim Villa (Mon. No 35545). In line with the advice in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), we would expect the Environmental Statement to contain a thorough assessment of the likely effects which the proposed development might have upon those elements which contribute to the significance of this asset.

The Villa is scheduled and is believed to be well preserved. The scheduled monument description states that the site is visible as a low mound, and in any case the published English Heritage guidance on assessing the impact upon setting advises that sites consisting of only buried remains will still have a setting. Roman villas were essentially estates geared towards the production of an agricultural surplus and as such they illustrate the agrarian and economic history of the Roman province. The current setting of the Blenheim Villa is largely agricultural and clearly any development adjacent to the monument is likely to reduce the appreciation of its rural setting and therefore its historic illustrative value. This has the potential to cause harm which may well be substantial.

Aside from the above, we note that evaluation is being carried out on the site, and it should be noted that if archaeological remains are shown to exist which are associated with the nationally important Roman villa it may well be that they are in themselves of national importance and that paragraph 139 of the NPPF may apply to them.

Given the above, it is important that any EIA assesses the impact upon the significance of the scheduled monument that might occur through any changes to its setting. We note the intention to carry out this assessment, although this is referred to in the landscape section of the scoping report (10.8) rather than the historic environment section. Since the assessment will require an assessment of the significance of the asset this should perhaps be carried out within the latter section. We note also a reference to an archaeological desk based study, but I am not aware that this has been made available to us.

We would also expect the Environmental Statement to consider the potential impacts on other non-designated features of historic, architectural, archaeological or artistic interest, since these can also be of national importance and make an important contribution to the character and local distinctiveness of an area and its sense of place. This information is available via the local authority Historic Environment Record (www.heritagegateway.org.uk) and relevant local authority staff.

If you have any queries about any of the above, or would like to discuss anything further, please contact me.

Yours sincerely
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Chris Welch
Inspector of Ancient Monuments

E-mail: Chris.Welch@english-heritage.org.uk

cc Hugh Coddington, Oxfordshire County Council
LAND SOUTH OF PERDISWELL FARM SHIPTON ROAD SHIPTON ON CHERWELL
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	English Heritage is subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) and Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR). All Information held by the organisation will be accessible in response to an information request, unless one of the exemptions in the FOIA or EIR applies.
 English Heritage will use the information provided by you to evaluate any applications you make for statutory or quasi-statutory consent, or for grant or other funding. Information provided by you and any information obtained from other sources will be retained in all cases in hard copy form and/or on computer for administration purposes and future consideration where applicable.




[image: image2.png][image: image3.png]