From: PublicAccessDC.Comments@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk [mailto:PublicAccessDC.Comments@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk] 
Sent: 11 December 2014 17:13
To: Public Access DC Comments
Subject: Comments for Planning Application 14/01762/F

Planning Application comments have been made. A summary of the comments is provided below.
Comments were submitted at 5:13 PM on 11 Dec 2014 from Mr Fouaad Mirza.
	Application Summary

	Address:
	Swalcliffe Park Equestrian Ltd Grange Lane Swalcliffe Banbury OX15 5EX 

	Proposal:
	Use of land at Grange Farm for mixed use comprising part agricultural, part equestrian training and competitions (Use Class D2), formation of new access, extension to existing car park and associated work 

	Case Officer:
	Bob Neville 

	Click for further information


	Customer Details

	Name:
	Mr Fouaad Mirza

	Email:
	

	Address:
	Barn Court Park Lane, Swalcliffe, Oxfordshire OX15 5ET


	Comments Details

	Commenter Type:
	Neighbour

	Stance:
	Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application

	Reasons for comment:
	

	Comments:
	I am based at Swalcliffe Park Equestrian as I train with Anne Marie Taylor. I arrived in the UK from India in February this year and have my horses stabled at Owen Cooper and Katie Richards livery yard which is based at Grange Farm. This September, I represented my country at the Asian Games in South Korea. I finished 10th with the best dressage score of the Indian Team. The team finished 5th. Without the facilities at Swalcliffe Park Equestrian my campaign towards the Games would have been difficult. I employed a local groom who attended the Asian Games with me. She continues to work with me and attend all the Championship Events, looking after my team of horses. Going forward I am now looking to qualify for the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio. The facilities at Swalcliffe Park would prove to be extremely important in my attempt to qualify. The course is built and maintained by Richard Taylor who is a top class course builder who built the cross country course at the Beijing Olympics. He also has other accolades to his name such as being a builder at Bramham Horse Trials in June, Blenheim Horse Trials in September and Luhumulen, a 4**** event in Germany. These are all competitions I wish to compete at next year and are some of the biggest events in the Eventing calendar. The XC course at Swalcliffe is often used by top riders such as Aoife Clarke, Izzy Taylor and Bill Levett- some of the top names in the sport of Eventing. Having use of these facilities used by these top names gives me the opportunity at training on a level playing field against some of the best in the World. The environment here is calm and peaceful. During May, June and July, Grange Farm grow hay and haylage in the training field so there are no competitions and very little schooling takes place at this time. I looked at several venues before deciding to move my horses to Grange Farm. My horses are turned out all year round and even during competitions. The turnout for my horses is close to the competition area, if the noise was as loud as it is implied in some of the objection letters, this would have a negative impact on my horses which is not the case. I feel very strongly about my horses having the opportunity to relax and unwind as they are frequently competing. If the events were as disruptive as it is implied, it would not be a suitable place to keep horses. This is definitely not the case. I frequently use Grange Lane to hack out my horses or to access the top field when there are competitions taking place. This road is not troublesome nor are a danger to me or my horses, when there competitions on. The Taylors have traffic management plans in place to avoid the smaller roads such as Grange Lane during competitions. They have also put measures in place to discourage the use of Park Lane which is the lane on which I live and these measures (signage, notes on their website, traffic management plans etc) have proved successful in my opinion. As an athlete, I regularly run to keep fit around Swalcliffe and Sibford. I have not experienced intensive traffic during events. I have noticed there are a number of Swalcliffe and Sibford residents who stable their horses at home and use these smaller roads to transport their horses as they are the only access routes in and out of their properties. It should also be noted that not all equestrian traffic or traffic in general is visiting Swalcliffe Park and Grange Farm. Many use the Gated road as a cut through instead of driving through Sibford, Swalcliffe and Tadmarton. During the Riding Club Event in August, the local pubs are very busy. The atmosphere during this time is very uplifting and I feel the event is a great asset to the local economy. Even the postoffice/village shop in Sibford receives a lot of footfall during this event with competitors who are camping onsite, walking down to get basic amenities. I hope this letter gives you a clearer insight into the workings of Swalcliffe Park. I wholeheartedly support this application. 


