
PLANNING APPLICATION 14/00962/OUT
OBJECTION
Location OS parcel 4300 we know this field very well having walked it daily for over 30 years.  The area towards  Shortlands is of particular interest.  Historically badgers frequent this hedgerow and to this day they work the set , bedding and prints are visible.  The rough grassed area is used by roe deer resting up over night as well as pheasant and a pair of partridge (grey) Sky larks nest in season and can be heard singing high above.  A small flock of sparrows frequent the hedge along side the old barn.  From the old crab apple tree the hedge running down to the road gives cover for two pairs of yellow hammer as well as finches, blackbird, pigeon, rooks and crows.  Female buzzards often rest up on the lower side of the field taking in the sunshine. 

Grass snake and toads have been observed by us on one occasion a fox tossing a grass snake and then walking off the snake playing dead and on our return it had gone.  The other occasion I nearly trod on a toad as it leapt up under foot and the snake moved off into the long grass.   There are small vole like mammals which move too quickly for me to identify.  Bumble bees nests have been dug out a small ginger bumble as well as the larger black bee.  

The willow herb plant gives good cover for small animals.  We counted four types of vetch a pale blue, purple, yellow and white the white we couldn’t find in the flower books but it is very like the others.  An abundance of buttercup, dandelion, hen and chicken, clover red and white, camomile.  This year we found two plants of orchid, lesser spotted , one near the path at the top of the filed the other deeper into the grassed area .  

The hedge used to contain honeysuckle but not seen it this year.  Blackberry, ivy abound.  This year we saw bright ginger moths and primrose yellow ones quite a number for a few days.  Grasses are various.  The field was for a while grazed but for many years now has grown wheat, rape, corn, potatoes.  I would be interested to learn what the agricultural value is whether it ranks in the top grade of 1 to 3a.  I understand that the crop this year was ear marked for bio fuel.  

I hope the information is useful to you as we would like to see this area protected.  

Location OS parcel 4300 Hook Norton Road, Sibford Ferris

I would appreciate acknowledgement of my email.  


