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[bookmark: _GoBack]14/00009/SCOP | 
Scoping Opinion - Residential development (including affordable housing) public open space, localised land remodelling and structure planting | 160 dwellings
Land On The North East Side Of Gavray Drive Bicester
David Lock Associates Ltd
------------------------------------------------
14/00008/SCOP
Land Between Birmingham London Rail Line And Gavray Drive Bicester 
SCOPING OPINION - Proposed residential development (including affordable housing) public open space, localised land remodelling, structure planting and retention of the local wildlife site | 180 dwellings
David Lock Associates Ltd
-------------------------------------------------------
459666 / 222438

FAO Rebecca Horley

Over the past few years there have been a couple of planning applications for the site which has NAJ3 to the north and OXD to the west. It appears that those proposals have fallen through, so now it he council are seeking views on a new proposal for 160 dwellings on the east section of the site and 180 dwellings on the west section of the site (total 340).

The site is approx a mile from Bicester North and Bicester Town stations so it would appear that there are no station related issues.

Network Rail understands from the previous consultation that there is also a pedestrian access point at (Neasden South Jc - Aynho Junction via Bicester North) NAJ3 8.0450 on the line right inside the boundary. Whilst rights of access fall outside material planning considerations we would flag this up to the developer as Network Rail will require unblocked access to the operational railway around the clock (24/7, 365) – any access point must remain open and unblocked to not only Network Rail vehicles but also emergency vehicles too. In light of this the developer is requested to contact the Network Rail Operational Property Services to discuss the issue of our right of access (OperationalPropertyLNW@networkrail.co.uk)

There are also two level crossings in the area which Network Rail would be concerned about. We would be concerned that the proposals could result in an increase in the type and volume of user over the crossings. In light of this we would recommend that the developer contacts the Network Rail Level Crossings Manager for the area to discuss in more detail. Any traffic impact assessment should take into account any level crossings in the area.

The developer, before submitting a planning application should make contact with the Network Rail Asset Protection Team.
AssetProtectionLNWSouth@networkrail.co.uk
A BAPA may be required to facilitate works on site. 

We would draw the councils attention to the following Rail Accident Investigation Branch report into ‘Penetration and obstruction of a tunnel between Old Street and Essex Road stations, London  8 March 2013’, which concluded:
5 The intent of this recommendation is to ensure that the planning approval process reduces the risk to railway infrastructure due to adjacent developments. 
The Department for Communities and Local Government should introduce a process to ensure that Railway Infrastructure Managers are made aware of all planning applications in the vicinity of railway infrastructure. This process should at least meet the intent of the statutory consultation process (paragraphs 97f and 101).
Network Rail has a statutory obligation to ensure the availability of safe train paths and as such we are required to take an active interest in any development adjacent to our infrastructure that potentially could affect the safe operation of the railway. 

As these proposals are adjacent to the operational railway the works on site and as a permanent arrangement should not impact upon the safety, operation, integrity or performance of the railway.
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