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Please read the following before completing the report: 

 This report template is to be used by Suitably Qualified Ecologist’s providing reports which address Ecology 
1, 2, 3 and 4 issues.  It as a mandatory requirement that this document is completed in a Code for 
Sustainable Homes submission of evidence. 

 The appointed, licensed Code assessor is to pass this document to the appointed ecologist who conducted/ 
will conduct the ecology work. 

 The appointed ecologist is to complete all sections of this report and return it completed with all relevant 
documentation in the Appendix to the assessor.   

 An ecologist may have been appointed to carry out ecological site surveys and to produce an ecology report 
without being aware that a Code assessment has been, or is to be conducted.  In this instance, the ecologist 
should fill in the relevant details required for the Code in this report template. 

 The assessor is to use this report in conjunction with the latest version of the relevant Code Guidance and 
information provided by the developer / client, to carry out the assessment for the Ecology Category issues 
stated above. 

 There are 6 sections (sections A - F) in this document. 

 Section A1 requires contact details for the ecologist and developer / client; section A2 requires the 
development details.  

 Section B1 determines whether the appointed ecologist is ‘suitably qualified’ (under the Code); and if not, 
section B2 determines whether the report has been verified by an ecologist who is ‘suitably qualified’. 

 Section C determines whether the findings of the report have been based on data collected from site 
surveys conducted at appropriate times of the year to determine whether different species are evident. 

(Note: If ‘No’ is recorded for either Section B or C then the contents of the ecology report cannot be used to 
determine compliance with the Code requirements). 

 Section D provides the assessor with the necessary information to base the assessment on for the various 
Ecology credits.   

 Section E provides details of the documentation / information to be included within the appendix of this 
guidance. 

 Section F requires the signature of the appointed ecologist who has completed this document. 

 

mailto:breeam@bre.co.uk
http://www.breeam.org/


 Code for Sustainable Homes – November 2010 

 - 2 -Page 2 of 11 

Ecology Report Template 

                                                                                 

BREEAM Office, BRE Global, Watford  WD25 9XX     

 E. breeam@bre.co.uk      W. www.breeam.org  
Page 2 of 11 

Document Number : BF1161   Rev. 0.1   14/01/2011 

© BRE Global Ltd 2011 

 
 

Section A1: Contact Details 
 
Ecologist’s Details 

Company name: Skilled Ecology Consultancy Ltd. 

Company address: The Cherries, Ashen Road, Clare, Suffolk, CO10 8LG 

Contact name: Roger Spring 

Contact telephone number: 01787277912 

Ecology Report Reference:  

Ecological Assessment at Bicester Eco Village (Phase 2), Bicester Oxon. Skilled Ecology Consultancy 
Ltd. March 2016. 

Further Reptile Presence/Absence Surveys. Skilled Ecology Consultancy Ltd. March & April 2016. 

Ecological Assessments by Hyder Consulting (UK) Limited, 2012 

Developer / Client Details 

Company name: Hill Partnerships Ltd. 
Company address: No3 The Courtyard, Home Farm, Banbury Road, Caversfield, Bicester, Oxon, 
OX27 8TG 
Contact name: Narinder Jheeta 
Contact telephone number: 01869360123 
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Section A2: Development Details 
 
BRE Reference Number: 

Client Reference Number:  

Development Name:  
Development Address:   
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Section B1: Suitably Qualified Ecologist’s Qualifications 
 
Do you hold a degree (or equivalent qualification, e.g. N/SVQ level 5) in ecology or related subject? 
 
 Yes     No    
 
If Yes, please provide details:  
Degree in Conservation Ecology completed in 2001 at Deakin University in Melbourne, 
Australia………………………………..……………………..……………………………………………… 
…………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………… 
 
Are you a practising ecologist with a minimum of 3 years relevant experience within the last 5 years?   

Relevant experience must clearly demonstrate a practical understanding of factors affecting ecology in relation 
to construction and the built environment and will include acting in an advisory capacity to provide 
recommendations for ecological protection, enhancement and mitigation measures, e.g. ecological impact 
assessments.  

 
 Yes     No    
 
If Yes, please provide details:  
Practising ecologist for the last eight years with experience in ecology reporting for Eco-Homes, Code for 
Sustainable Homes and BREEAM developments. 
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
….. 
 
Are you bound by a professional code of conduct and subject to peer review*? 
A full member of one of the following organisations will be deemed suitable: Chartered Institution of Water and 
Environmental Management (CIWEM); Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (IEEM); Institute of 
Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA); Landscape Institute (LI). 

 
 Yes     No    
 
If Yes, please provide details : Full member of the CIEEM- number 4054. 
……………………………………………………… ……………….……………… 
.…………………………………………………………….…….………………………………………………………
.……………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
*Peer review is defined as the process employed by a professional body to demonstrate that potential or 
current full members maintain a standard of knowledge and experience required to ensure compliance with a 
code of conduct and professional ethics. 
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Note: If the answer to any question in Section B1 is ‘No’ then the ecologist writing the report does not 
meet the requirements of a Suitably Qualified Ecologist under the Code.  The ecology report therefore 
cannot be used in the Code assessment unless it is verified by a ‘Suitably Qualified Ecologist’.  If this is 
the case, proceed to Section B2.   
 

If the ecologist does meet the requirements of a Suitably Qualified Ecologist, proceed to Section C. 
 

Section B2:  Report Verification 
 
If the appointed ecologist does not meet the requirements of a Suitably Qualified Ecologist, the report 
must be verified by an individual who does meet these requirements.  Otherwise the ecology report 
cannot be used in the Code assessment. 
 
1. The person who verifies the report must provide written confirmation that they meet the requirements 

of a Suitably Qualified Ecologist in accordance with Section B1 above. 
 
2. Details on verifying an ecology report for a Code assessment: 

 The individual verifying the report must provide written confirmation that they comply with the 
definition of a Suitably Qualified Ecologist (as detailed above in Section B1). 

 The individual verifying the report must confirm in writing they have read and reviewed the report 
and found it to: 

- represent sound industry practice 
- report and recommend correctly, truthfully, and objectively 
- be appropriate given the local site conditions and scope of works proposed 
- avoid invalid, biased, and exaggerated statements. 

 
Written confirmation from the third party verifier on all the points detailed under 1 and 2 above (for Section 
B2) must be included in the Appendix to this report (see Section E).  
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Section C: Site Survey 
 
Have the findings of the ecology report been based on data collected from a site survey(s)?  
 
 Yes     No    
 
If yes, please provide details to confirm this (e.g. date(s) and scope of site survey(s))  
 
An ecological assessment of the site inspecting for the risk of presence and potential impact to protected, 
priority and notable species, as well as habitats and recording all plant species. The survey was 
conducted in March 2016 by Skilled Ecology Consultancy Ltd. 
 
A full presence/absence reptile survey was also undertaken by Skilled Ecology Consultancy Ltd. in March 
& April 2016. 
 
Ecological Assessments including for bats, badgers, reptiles and invertebrates were undertaken by Hyder 
Consulting (UK) Limited in 2012. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…...………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……...……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……… 
 
Note: If ‘No’ has been answered to Question 1 of Section C the ecology report cannot be used to 
determine compliance with the requirements of the relevant Code credits.  
 
On what date did/ will initial site preparation works commence?      /     /      
 
Note: If the site survey was carried out after initial site preparation works commenced, the ecology report 
cannot be used to determine compliance with the requirements of the relevant Code credits.  
 
Note to Suitably Qualified Ecologist and the Code assessor: The contents of the ecology report must be 
representative of the site’s existing ecology immediately prior to the commencement of initial site 
preparation works. 
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Section D: Details from the Site Survey 
 
Eco 1 Ecological Value of Site 
Is the construction zone of low or insignificant ecological value?  
The construction zone includes any land used for buildings, hard standing, landscaping, site access and 
any other land where construction work is carried out (or land being disturbed in any way), plus a 3 metre 
boundary in either direction around these areas. It also includes any areas used for temporary site storage 
and buildings. 
 
 Yes     No      
 
If yes, is there any land outside the construction zone but inside the development site of ecological value?.  
 
 Yes     No      
 
Please give details:  
 
Hedgerows and a river corridor on the site boundary. Already protected as part of the development. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
..………………………………………………………………………………………………….................................
.........................................................................................................................................................................
.......………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
….....……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……….. 
 
If yes, is it possible for all areas / features of ecological value to remain undisturbed by the construction 
works? 
 
 Yes     No    
 
 
Eco 2 Ecological Enhancement 
Has the developer / client required you to provide advice and recommendations for enhancing site 
ecology? 
 
 Yes     No    
 
If yes, please provide a brief statement outlining all of your KEY recommendations*: 

 Recommendations on lighting minimisation. 

 Recommendations on continued protection of boundary features. 

 Nesting bird precautionary measures 

 Recommendations on native species planting for the soft landscaping 

………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………
………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
If yes, please provide a brief statement outlining all of your ADDITIONAL recommendations*.  
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 Bird boxes; 

 Bat boxes; 

 Invertebrate Boxes 

 Wildflower Meadow Green Roof. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
* The client / developer will be required to adopt / implement all KEY recommendations and 30% of 
ADDITIONAL recommendations. 
 
 
Eco 3 Protection of Ecological Features 
 
Note: Eco 3 looks at protecting all existing features / areas of ecological value on the site and boundary 
area.  If a feature of ecological value is to be removed as part of the development works, e.g. site 
clearance, then this credit cannot be achieved. If you have deemed the whole development site to be of 
poor ecological value then there will be no features of ecological value to protect.  If the construction zone 
is of low ecological value but the wider site is not, give protection measures here.  If there is an area(s) or 
feature(s) of low or insignificant ecological value you wish to advise be retained and enhanced / improved, 
e.g. a species-poor hedgerow to a species-rich hedgerow, then full details of this advice should be 
entered as a recommendation under Eco 2 Ecological Enhancement. 
 
Are there any existing features/ areas of ecological value on the site or at the boundary of the site? 
 
 Yes     No   
 
If yes, please provide a brief statement outlining the advice/ recommendations given for protecting all 
existing features and areas of ecological value: 
 
Boundary hedgerows & River Corridor 
 
The river corridor is already protected by heras fencing which is proposed to remain throughout 
construction. 
 
Arboricultural advice is provided for the protection of boundary hedgerows using root protection areas etc. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………… 
 
Are any ecological features to be relocated on the site?  
 
 Yes     No   
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If yes, please provide a brief statement outlining the reasons for relocation and recommendations for 
protecting the ecological features: 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Are there any species present on site that are protected by UK and EU law? 
 
Yes     No   
 
Where there are species present on site protected by UK and EU law, have recommendations been 
provided to the developer in order to protect such species in order to comply with UK and EU law? 
 
Yes     No   
 
Eco 4 Change of Ecological Value of Site 
Are you able to provide the following information for before and after construction: habitat types and an 
estimate of the number of floral species present per habitat type (based on appropriate censusing 
techniques and confirmed planting regimes)?   
 
 Yes    No    
 
If yes, please provide the following information: 
a.  A brief description of the landscape and habitats surrounding the development site 
 
Rural landscape dominated by grazed fields with hedgerow boundaries. Village of Bicester located 
nearby. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
b.  The total site area (this will be the same both before and after development):  22268m2 
 
c.  Provide details of the site before development in the table below: 

Habitat Type* 
Area of habitat 

type (m2) 
Number of species 

per habitat type 

Improved, species poor 
grassland 

22268 8 

   

 

d.Provide Hypothetical details of the site after development in the table below: 

Habitat Type* 
Area of habitat 

type (m2) 
Number of species 

per habitat type 

Buildings & Hardstanding 10322 0 

Lawn 5948 5 

Wildflower Meadow in 
Community Gardens 

257 7 

Wildflower Meadow Green Roof 274 100 

Shrub, Tree & herbaceous 
Planting 

5741 35 

 
 

mailto:breeam@bre.co.uk
http://www.breeam.org/


 Code for Sustainable Homes – November 2010 

 - 10 -Page 10 of 11 

Ecology Report Template 

                                                                                 

BREEAM Office, BRE Global, Watford  WD25 9XX     

 E. breeam@bre.co.uk      W. www.breeam.org  
Page 10 of 11 

Document Number : BF1161   Rev. 0.1   14/01/2011 

© BRE Global Ltd 2011 

 
 

* Habitat types will include natural areas, e.g. various grasslands and woodlands; as well as areas of the 
built environment, e.g. buildings, hard landscaping.  The area of each habitat type when added together 
must always equal the total area of the development site. 
Has your client / developer requested you to carry out the calculation for Eco 4 Change in Ecological 
Value of Site?  The calculation must be carried out in line with the methodology provided in the most 
current version of the Code Guidance. 
 

Yes    No    
 

If yes, please complete the tables below: 
 
Calculation of the Ecological Value of the Site Before Development 

Plot Type Area of Plot 
Type [m³] 

 

Species 
[No.] (from 
Table 2 or a 

SQE*) 

 

Species x Area 
of Plot Type 

Grassland 22268 x 8 = 178144 

  x  =  

  X  =  

  X  =  

  x  =  

  x  =  

(1) Total site area = 22268  (2) Total =         178144 

Species before development = 
Total species x area of plot type / Total site area = (2)/(1) = 

8 
 

 

Hypothetical Calculation of the Ecological Value of the Site After Development 

Plot Type 
 

Area of Plot 
Type [m³] 

 

Species 
[No.] (from 
Table 2 or a 
SQE*) 

 

Species x Area 
of Plot Type 

Buildings & 
Hardstanding 

10322 
x 

0 
= 

0 

Lawn 5948 x 5 = 29740 

Wildflower Meadow 257 x 7 = 1285 

Shrubs, trees and 
herbaceous plants 

5741 
x 

35 
= 

200935 

Green Roof 274 x 100 = 27400 

(1) Total site area =          22268  (2) Total = 259360 

Species after development = 
Total species x area of plot type / Total site area = (2)/(1) = 

11.65 
 

 
* SQE = Suitably Qualified Ecologist 
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Section E: Appendix 
 
The required documentation to be included within the appendix of this guidance document will include: the 
ecology report; written confirmation from the verifier of the ecology report (where necessary); and any 
supplementary documentation, e.g. ecologist’s curriculum vitae; maps, plans, drawings, letters / emails of 
correspondence, etc.  Please include these details along with the appropriate reference to each document 
in the table below: 

 

Document Reference 

Ecology Report Ecological Assessment by Skilled Ecology Consultancy 
Ltd. March, 2016 

 
Presence/Absence Reptile Survey Skilled Ecology 

Consultancy Ltd. in March & April 2016. 
 

Ecological Assessments including for bats, badgers, 
reptiles and invertebrates were undertaken by Hyder 

Consulting (UK) Limited in 2012. 
 

Proposed Site Drawings  PRP Architects LLP 

  

 
Section F: Signature of Validation 
 
I confirm that the information provided in this document is truthful and accurate at the time of completion. 
 

Name of ecologist Mr Roger Spring BSc MCIEEM 
 
 
 
 
Signature of ecologist:                             Date 22/04/16 
 

 

mailto:breeam@bre.co.uk
http://www.breeam.org/



