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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 This Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) has been prepared by Archaeological 
Research Services Ltd (ARS Ltd) on behalf of Gladman Developments Ltd. It provides a 
WSI for an archaeological evaluation of three fields with an area of c.18 ha which are to 
be the subject of a planning application for a housing development (Figure 1).   
 

1.2 The site is situated adjacent to the southern edge of Banbury and the north-
western edge of Bodicote, Oxfordshire (centred on NGR SP 456 383). The site covers an 
area of c.18ha and is presently used as arable land, with a plot of allotments in the south-
west corner and a plot of managed open grassland in the east of the site, part of which is 
fenced off to provide an access easement to Bodicote Cricket Club in the south. A small 
plot of scrubland is located on the north boundary of the site. 
 
1.3 The site has been the subject of an archaeological desk-based assessment (DBA) 
and geophysical survey (reports deposited with the County Historic Environment 
Record). The DBA identified that there is a moderate to high potential for previously 
unknown archaeological remains to be present on site. Prehistoric activity including a 
Neolithic causewayed enclosure and Bronze Age round barrow monuments were 
identified in close proximity to the site boundary. Also, Iron Age settlements were 
identified to the west and east of the site, and a Roman Road runs along the southern 
boundary of the site. However, little evidence for medieval and post-medieval activity 
was identified apart from ridge and furrow.  
 
1.4 The subsequent geophysical survey identified the westernmost field (Field 1) as 
an area of high archaeological potential, with clear evidence of settlement activity. The 
archaeology has been interpreted as a late Iron Age/Romano-British settlement, possibly 
a farm complex which could be of regional importance. Also within Field 1, further 
possible archaeological remains in the form of field boundary ditches, possible pits and 
extensive evidence of more than one phase of agricultural activity were identified. 
 
1.5 In the central field (Field 2), the possible remains of four circular features were 
identified. The largest feature is approximately 40m in diameter and could date from the 
Neolithic or Bronze Age. The three smaller features, with diameters of approximately 
15m, may indicate the surviving remains of Iron Age round houses or Bronze Age 
barrows. Further evidence of field boundary ditches and possible pits were also recorded 
within the field. 
 
1.6 In field 3, a well-defined, three-sided anomaly corresponding to a crop mark was 
recorded in the western of the field. The anomaly was interpreted as representing an 
archaeological feature of unknown origin although a more modern cause cannot be 
discounted. In the remainder of field 3, a number of minor anomalies were recorded 
without any particular form or context and are therefore thought unlikely to be 
significant. A narrow strip in the south of field 3, forming an access easement to 
Bodicote Cricket Club, was surveyed but was mainly paved and landscaped and has not 
revealed any evidence of archaeological remains. 
 
1.7 This WSI covers the programme of archaeological evaluation, the scope of which 
has been agreed with the Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) Planning Archaeologist. 
The evaluation is to comprise 80 no. 30m by 1.5m trenches, which equates to a 2% 
sample of the entire site, with a further 1% sample held in reserve as a contingency. 
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1.8 The archaeological evaluation will be carried out in compliance with the Institute 
for Archaeologists (IfA) Codes of Conduct (2012) and will follow the IfA’s Standard and 
Guidance for Archaeological Evaluation (2009a). 
 
1.9 This evaluation programme has been prepared in line with the National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF) paragraph 128: “Where a site on which development is proposed 
includes or has the potential to include heritage assets with archaeological interest, local planning 
authorities should require developers to submit an appropriate desk-based assessment and, where 
necessary, a field evaluation” (DCLG 2012, 30). 
 
 
2. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
2.1 Aim 

• To establish the presence/absence, extent, condition, character and date of any 
archaeological deposits within the area affected by invasive development. 

• Gather sufficient evidence to establish, supplement, improve and make available 
information about the archaeological resource existing within the areas of 
investigation. 

• Use the evidence as the basis of any proposals for appropriate mitigation 
measures that may seek to limit the damage to significant archaeological deposits, 
and aim to define any research priorities that may be relevant should further 
investigation be required 

 
2.2 Objectives 

• Excavation of trenches by machine targeting potential buried features identified 
by the magnetometry survey as well as apparently ‘blank’ areas and covering 2% 
of the proposed development site down to the surface of any archaeological 
deposits and investigation of these deposits in order to ascertain their nature and 
date (following standard excavation methodologies). Should significant 
archaeological deposits be encountered, particularly in areas where the 
geophysical survey has not recorded many anomalies, further trenching may be 
required. A contingency of up to a further 1% sample size may be utilised within 
these areas. Any use of the contingency will be agreed by the Planning 
Archaeologist at OCC and the archaeological contractor on behalf of the site 
owners. 

• Appropriate post-excavation assessment, analysis, reporting, archiving and 
dissemination which will aim to define any research priorities that may be 
relevant should further field investigation be required. 

 
 
3. METHODOLOGY 
 
3.1 The evaluation trenching targeting potential buried features identified by the 
magnetometry survey and covering 2% of the proposed extraction site will be 
undertaken in accordance with the following methodology. 
 
Objectives 
3.2 The objective of the evaluation trenching is to identify and assess archaeological 
features within the area of the proposed development in order to inform: 



 Written Scheme of Investigation for Land Off  Salt Way, Oxfordshire 

   

© Archaeological Research Services Ltd 2014  4 

• the location, nature and date of any archaeological features encountered; 

• and potential significance of buried archaeology on the site. 
 
3.3 All elements of the archaeological evaluation will be carried out in accordance 
with the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA) Standards and Guidance for field evaluation (2009a) 
and with the IfA Code of Conduct (2012). 
 
3.4 Any changes to the agreed trenching plan will be discussed with, and agreed with, 
the OCC Planning Archaeologist before implementation. 
 
Excavation by machine 
3.5 Topsoil and unstratified modern material will be removed mechanically by a 
machine equipped with a wide toothless ditching blade under the supervision of a 
qualified archaeologist. The topsoil will be removed down to the first significant in situ 
archaeological horizon or the natural horizon, whichever is encountered first, in 
successive level spits. The exposed surface would be cleaned using appropriate hand 
tools for the purpose of identifying any archaeological remains. The trenches and all 
exposed features and deposits will be drawn in plan and located on a general site plan 
compiled at an appropriate scale. 
 
Excavation by hand 
3.6 Archaeological features will generally only be sample-excavated sufficiently to 
characterise and date them. Full excavation of features should not be undertaken at this 
stage. 
 
3.7 Sufficient of the archaeological features and deposits identified will be excavated 
by hand through a specified or agreed sampling procedure to enable their date, nature, 
extent and condition to be described. No archaeological deposits should be entirely 
removed unless this is unavoidable. It is not necessarily expected that all trial trenches 
will be fully excavated to natural subsoil, but the depth of archaeological deposits across 
the whole site will be assessed. The stratigraphy of all trial trenches will be recorded even 
where no archaeological deposits have been identified. Spoil heaps shall be monitored to 
allow analysis of the spatial distribution of artefacts. 
 
3.8 The site will be recorded using in accordance with the ARS Ltd field recording 
manual. A full and proper record (written, graphic and photographic as appropriate) will 
be made for all work, using a single context planning system with pro-forma record 
sheets and text descriptions appropriate to the work in accordance with the ARS Ltd 
field recording manual. Accurate scale plans and section drawings will be drawn at 1:50, 
1:20 and 1:10 scales as appropriate. A photographic record of all contexts will be taken in 
colour high resolution digital format and will include a clearly visible, graduated metric 
scale. A register of all photographs will be kept. 
 
Treatment of finds 
3.9 All finds processing, conservation work and storage of finds will be carried out in 
compliance with the IfA Standard and Guidance for the collection, documentation, conservation and 
research of archaeological materials (2008) and those set out by UKIC (1990).  
 
3.10 Artefact collection and discard policies will be appropriate for the defined 
purpose. All retained artefacts and ecofacts will be cleaned and packaged in accordance 
with the requirements of the recipient museum. Bulk finds which are not discarded will 
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be washed and, with the exception of animal bone, marked. Marking and labelling will be 
indelible and irremovable by abrasion. Bulk finds will be appropriately bagged, boxed and 
recorded. This process will be carried out no later than two months after the end of the 
excavation.  
 
3.11 All small finds will be recorded as individual items and appropriately packaged 
(e.g. lithics in self-sealing plastic bags and ceramic in acid-free tissue paper). Vulnerable 
objects will be specially packaged and textile, painted glass and coins stored in 
appropriate specialist systems. This process will be carried out within two days of the 
small find being excavated.   
 
3.12 Metal finds will be sampled, processed and analysed in line with Centre for 
Archaeology Guidelines: Archaeometallurgy (English Heritage 2001), and Guidelines on the X-
radiography of archaeological metalwork (English Heritage 2006a). Any waterlogged artefacts 
or ecofacts will be sampled, processed and analysed using Waterlogged Wood: Guidelines on 
the Recording, Sampling, Conservation and Curation of Waterlogged Wood (English Heritage 2010) 
and Waterlogged Organic Artefacts. Guidance on their Recovery, Analysis and Conservation (English 
Heritage 2012).  
 
3.13 Artefacts, ecofacts and deposits suitable for dating purposes will be identified and 
obtained in line with Dendrochronology: Guidelines on producing and interpreting dendrochronological 
dates (English Heritage 1998), Archaeomagnetic Dating: Guidelines on producing and interpreting 
archaeomagnetic dates (English Heritage 2006b), and Luminescence Dating: Guidelines on using 
luminescence dating in archaeology (English Heritage 2008a).  
 
3.14 Any surface finds will be collected, recorded and processed in line with Our 
Portable Past: a statement of English Heritage policy and good practice for portable antiquities/surface 
collected material in the context of field archaeology and survey programmes (including the use of metal 
detectors) (English Heritage 2014) and any finds deemed to constitute ‘treasure’ under the 
terms of the Treasure (Designation) Order 2002 will be dealt with in line with The Treasure Act 
1996 Code of Practice (England and Wales (DCMS 2008). 
 
3.15 During and after the excavation all objects will be stored in appropriate materials 
and storage conditions to ensure minimal deterioration and loss of information 
(including controlled storage, correct packaging, and regular monitoring, immediate 
selection for conservation of vulnerable material). All storage will have appropriate 
security provision. 
 
3.16 All finds will be exposed, lifted, cleaned, conserved, marked, bagged and boxed 
in accordance with the United Kingdom Institute for Conservation (UKIC) First Aid For 
Finds (1990), The Institute for Field Archaeologists Standard and Guidance for the collection, 
documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (IfA 2008) and the recipient 
museum’s guidelines. All artefacts will be collected with consideration of what material 
should be retained or discarded being made after post-excavation assessment and 
following the advice from the relevant specialist(s).  
 
3.17 Any deposits relating to funerary/ritual activities, such as burials and cremation 
deposits, will initially be left in situ. However, should it be deemed necessary to remove 
any such human remains, this will be undertaken in line with best practice (English 
Heritage 2004a; English Heritage and The Church of England 2005; APABE/English 
Heritage 2013; Brickley and McKinley 2004). Discovery of any human remains will be 
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reported to the coroner and excavated following receipt of the appropriate Ministry of 
Justice Guidelines.  
 
3.18 Domestic/industrial activity (such as walls, postholes, floors, hearths) will be 
sufficiently excavated to understand their form and function and to recover potential 
dating evidence and artefact and ecofact assemblages. 
 
3.19 All finds which may constitute ‘treasure’ under the Treasure Act 1997 will be 
removed to a safe place and reported to the local Coroner. Where removal cannot take 
place on the same working day as discovery, suitable security will be taken to protect the 
finds from theft. 
 
3.20 The deposition and disposal of artefacts will be agreed with the legal owner and 
the appropriate museum prior to the work taking place. All finds except treasure trove 
are the property of the landowner. 
 
Report 
3.21 Following the fieldwork ARS Ltd will prepare a report in accordance with The 
Institute for Field Archaeologists Standard and Guidance for the collection, 
documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (IfA 2008) that will 
include the following. 

• An abstract containing the essential elements of the results will precede the main 
body of the report. 

• A digital location plan showing all the excavated areas (as dug), tied into the 
Ordnance Survey Data. 

• Section drawings at a scale of 1:10 showing depth of deposits including present 
ground level with Ordnance Datum, vertical and horizontal scale. 

• A stratigraphical description of features and deposits. 

• A  table summarising any descriptive text showing, per trench, the features, 
classes and numbers of artefacts located and their interpretation. 

• A reconsideration of the methodology used, i.e. a confidence rating. 

• A consideration of the archaeological evidence from within the site set in its 
broader landscape setting. 

• Photographic record of the site and detail of archaeological features. 

• Any specialist assessments. This will include a report on any flintwork, pottery 
and/or metalwork discovered in situ in an archaeological context or that pre-dates 
the 19th century. A specialist report on any animal or human bone discovered 
within an archaeological context will also be included. 

• A concise non-technical summary of the project results. 
 
3.22 The report will not give an opinion on whether preservation or investigation is 
considered appropriate. (However, the client may wish to commission separately ARS 
Ltd’s opinion on an appropriate treatment of the archaeological resource.) 
 
3.23 On completion of the work a digital copy of the summary report in pdf format 
shall be supplied to the office of the County Archaeological Officer; for verification and 
assessment by the CAO or his representative; when the report has been agreed the final 
digital copy will then be lodged with the County Historic Environment Record (HER) on 
the understanding that it will become a public document after an appropriate period of 
time (generally not exceeding six months). 
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3.24 At the start of work (immediately before fieldwork commences) an OASIS online 
record http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/ will be initiated and key fields completed on 
Details, Location and Creators forms. All parts of the OASIS online form will be 
completed for submission to the HER. This will include an uploaded pdf version of the 
entire report. Should any archaeological remains uncovered through this work be deemed 
to be of special significance, discussions will be held involving the client and the Planning 
Archaeologist at Oxfordshire County Council about a suitable means of further 
dissemination or publication. 
 
Archive 
3.25 An archive, consisting of all written records and materials recovered, drawn and 
photographic records will be prepared. It will be quantified, ordered, indexed and 
internally consistent. It will contain a site matrix, site summary and brief written 
observations on the artefactual and environmental data. The archive will also be prepared 
in line with UKIC Guidelines for the preparation of excavation archives for long term 
storage (1990), The Institute for Field Archaeologists Standard and Guidance for the creation, 
compilation, transfer and deposition of archaeological archives (IfA 2009b) and the recipient 
museum’s guidelines. 
 
3.26 Arrangements for the deposition of the full site archive will be made with the 
Oxfordshire County Museum Service, which will be consulted at the outset of the post-
excavation phase concerning their requirements. 
 
3.27 The archive will be presented to the archive curator within six months of 
completion of the fieldwork, unless alternative arrangements have been agreed in writing 
with the OCC Planning Archaeologist and the archive curator. 
 
 
4. STANDARDS AND PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
 
4.1 ARS Ltd is a Registered Organisation with the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA). 
Registered Organisations are continuously assessed to ensure that the highest standards 
of work are carried out, in line with the Code of Conduct of the IfA (2012). In addition to 
our key management staff, who have achieved the highest grade of corporate IfA 
membership, many of our field staff also hold corporate grade membership.  
 
4.2 All staff employed on the project will be suitably qualified and experienced for 
their respective project roles and have practical experience of archaeological excavation 
and recording. All staff will be made aware of the archaeological importance of the area 
surrounding the site and will be fully briefed on the work required by this specification. 
Each member of staff will be fully conversant with the aims and methodologies and will 
be given a copy of this WSI to read. All members of staff employed by ARS Ltd are fully 
qualified and experienced archaeologists, this will ensure that appropriate decisions 
regarding excavation and sampling will be made in the field. 
 
4.3 Project Team 
Project management:    Chris Scott MIfA (ARS Ltd) 
Fieldwork supervisor: Scott Williams (ARS Ltd) 
Post-fieldwork and reporting:  Scott Williams (ARS Ltd) 
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Flint specialist:    Dr Robin Holgate MIfA (ARS Ltd) 
Ceramic specialists:  Dr. Clive Waddington MIfA (ARS Ltd), Dr Jane 

Timby, Mike Wood MIfA 
Metalwork specialist:    Dr Jenny Jones (Durham University 

 Conservation Laboratory)  
Plant macrofossils and charcoals:  Laura Strafford AIfA (ARS Ltd) 
Human remains:    Milena Grzybowska (ARS Ltd) 
Faunal remains:    Milena Grzybowska (ARS Ltd) 
Finds Conservation:    Dr Jenny Jones (Durham University) 
 
 
5. MONITORING 
 

5.1 The archaeological evaluation work, and the subsequent post-excavation and 
report preparation, will be monitored by the Oxfordshire County Council Archaeological 
Services (Directorate Environment & Economy), or their representative, by means of 
project updates and/or site visits. Prior notification of a site visit is required from 
Oxfordshire County Council to ARS Ltd in their role as agent for Gladman’s 
Development Ltd. 
 
5.2 Reasonable access to the site will be allowed to the Planning Archaeologist at 
Oxfordshire County Council or their nominee for the purpose of monitoring the 
archaeological evaluation.  
 

 
6. GENERAL ITEMS 
 
Health and Safety 
6.1 All work will be carried out in accordance with The Health and Safety at Work 
Act 1974. Specific health and safety policies exist for all our workplaces and all staff 
employed will be made aware of the policy and any relevant issues. The particular risks 
involved with this project will be assessed, recorded and relevant mitigation measures put 
in place as part of a full risk assessment, which will be compiled in advance of fieldwork. 
ARS Ltd retains Peninsula as its expert health and safety consultants. 
 
Insurance Cover 
6.2 ARS Ltd has full insurance cover for employee liability, public liability, 
professional indemnity and all-risks cover. 
 
 
7. ADJUSTMENTS TO THE WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESTIGATION 
 
7.1 Changes to the approved methodology or programme of works will only be 
made after discussion and with written approval of the Planning Archaeologist at 
Oxfordshire County Council. 
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