From: PublicAccessDC.Comments@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk [mailto:PublicAccessDC.Comments@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk] 
Sent: 17 November 2014 09:51
To: Public Access DC Comments
Subject: Comments for Planning Application 14/01738/OUT

Planning Application comments have been made. A summary of the comments is provided below.
Comments were submitted at 9:50 AM on 17 Nov 2014 from Mr Iain Rae.
	Application Summary

	Address:
	Land North Of Railway House Station Road Hook Norton 

	Proposal:
	Outline - Development of 48 houses, access, open space and landscaping. 

	Case Officer:
	Linda Griffiths 

	Click for further information


	Customer Details

	Name:
	Mr Iain Rae

	Email:
	

	Address:
	Grounds Farm Park Road, Hook Norton, Oxfordshire OX15 5LR


	Comments Details

	Commenter Type:
	General Public

	Stance:
	Customer objects to the Planning Application

	Reasons for comment:
	

	Comments:
	From: Iain Rae Grounds Farm Hook Norton Banbury Oxon OX15 5LR Planning Department Cherwell District Council Bodicote House Bodicote Banbury Oxon OX15 4AA Monday 17 November 2014 Dear Sirs Application No: 14/01738/OUT Applicant’s Name: Nursery Ground Ltd Proposal Outline Development of 48 houses, access, open space and landscaping. Location Land north of Railway House Station Road Hook Norton Parish Hook Norton I write in connection with the above planning application. During the time that I have lived in the village of Hook Norton, I have witnessed the village grow considerably, mostly in a sensible manner. As a result the charm and spirit of the old village has been retained. The proposed development would be another step backwards. I therefore object strongly to the development of another 48 houses. My objections concern the following: 1. Unsustainable development The Stanton Engineering and Bourne Lane developments which have been approved amount to 107 new houses. The site near the school for a further 54 houses was refused by CDC but has now gone to appeal. A further 48 houses means a total of 209 houses and represents almost a 25% increase in the housing stock in the village. The NPPF says that there is a presumption in favour of sustainable development. This clearly is not the case as it does not tick the boxes of sustainable economic, environmental and social development. In addition, there is then the threat that the unused part of the field to the east of the site could be developed where at least another 80 houses might fit in. CDC in its new draft Local Plan did not envisage Hook Norton growing in to a town which would be quite contrary to the views of the local villagers. 2. Environment It is currently a greenfield agricultural site composed of good grade 2 agricultural land which should not be taken out of production. There are plenty of other less favourable sites in the CDC area that should be built on first. 3. Transport All these developments will put a major strain on the village streets which currently are narrow and congested with major traffic disruption at peak times forcing the development of “rat runs”. It is only a matter of time before an accident happens. The public transport links are poor. The village is several miles away from any main road and the local road network connecting to these roads is composed of narrow, windy country lanes barely capable of sustaining current traffic volumes. This is compounded in the Winter months when they become dangerous due to ice, heavy rain and, in severe Winters, snow. It seems wholly inappropriate to build additional homes in such an isolated setting with little or no local employment necessitating commuting on such a poor transport infrastructure. 4. Education There is no room for additional pupils the development would generate at the village school which is already under pressure from adjoining villages. The proposed expansion of the school would be insufficient. 5. Utilities There is limited infrastructure. Electricity, water and sewage are all under strain at the current size of the village. 6. Communications Mobile coverage is poor and non-existent in many places. Broadband is slow and inadequate. There is no Cable TV. 7. Localism Act/Neighbourhood Plan CDC’s stated aim is to concentrate future development in Banbury and Bicester thereby protecting the rural villages. In addition, the draft Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan had designated several areas for development. This is not one of them. Hook Norton needs protecting from the ravages of unsustainable development whether by housing or industrial. 8. Summary I reiterate my objections to this planning application. It is opportunistic using the lack of formal up to date local plans from CDC ignoring the draft plans that are currently going through the legal process before adoption. The same applies to the Hook Norton Neighbourhood Plan which clearly states the wishes of the villagers for the future of where they live. The proposed development manifestly flies in the face of these wishes. Yours faithfully, 


