From: Charlotte Watkins 
Sent: 20 November 2014 09:58
To: Linda Griffiths
Subject: 14/01738/OUT Land North of Railway House, Hook Norton
Linda
With regard to the above outline application the submitted ecological appraisal is appropriate in scale and depth. Being arable the proposed development site is not of high ecological value however the boundary vegetation, scrub and trees to the South, North and West are areas of higher biodiversity and are likely to be important to wildlife and should therefore be kept, enhanced and managed and where any is lost, replaced. A method statement for enhancing biodiversity on site in order to achieve a net gain in line with recommendations within the NPPF should be submitted. The suggestions within part 7.4 of the ecological appraisal are suitable options to include to provide enhanced habitats and I would hope to also see some measures included within the built environment. 

I would recommend the following conditions to any permission therefore:

K17 Biodiversity Enhancement

Prior to the commencement of the development hereby approved, including any demolition, and any works of site clearance, a method statement for enhancing biodiversity on site shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the biodiversity enhancement measures shall be carried out and retained in accordance with the approved details.

Reason KR2

Tree removal and bats

No removal of mature trees shall take place until such time as they have been checked for bats immediately prior to removal. Should bats be found to be present in a tree due for removal, a bat mitigation scheme must be submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning authority prior to the removal of the trees concerned. Development shall be carried out in accordance with the mitigation measures approved as part of the scheme.

Reason KR1

K23 Use of Native Species

All species used in the planting proposals associated with the development shall be native species of UK provenance.

Reason KR3

K12 Nesting Birds: No Works Between March and August Unless Agreed

No removal of hedgerows, trees or shrubs shall take place between the 1st March and 31st August inclusive, unless the Local Planning Authority has confirmed in writing that such works can proceed, based on health and safety reasons in the case of a dangerous tree, or the submission of a recent survey (no older than one month) that has been undertaken by a competent ecologist to assess the nesting bird activity on site, together with details of measures to protect the nesting bird interest on the site.

Reason KR1

K16 Out of Date Survey

If the development hereby approved does not commence by November 2015. A revised badger survey shall be undertaken prior to the commencement of the development to establish changes in the presence, abundance and impact on badgers. The survey results, together with any necessary changes to the mitigation plan or method statement shall be submitted to and approved in writing the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details.

 Reason KR1

Reptiles

All removal of vegetation, including ground clearance, should be carried out strictly in accordance with the approach outlined within section 7.3.7 titled ‘Reptiles’ set out in the Ecological Appraisal submitted with the application, which was prepared by Hankinson Duckett Associates dated October 2014.  

Reason KR1

Please give me a call to discuss any of the above further.

Regards

Dr Charlotte Watkins

Ecology Officer
