From: Louise Sherwell [mailto:louisesherwell@warwickshire.gov.uk] 
Sent: 19 May 2017 17:20
To: Planning
Cc: Andrew Lewis
Subject: Re: FW: 15/01357/F Land East of Larsen Road Upper Heyford

Hi Andrew

I have read through the ecological survey report (2015) and the letter update from the applicant's ecologist dated 21st April 2017, together with existing biological records and aerial photography of the site and surrounding area.   The existing site comprises largely of an arable field which is of low ecological value however arable land does have value for farmland birds and the arable field margins also provide suitable habitat for a range of protected species.  Hedgerows are present along the southern, western and eastern site boundaries and there is a ditch associated with the eastern boundary hedgerow.  

A significant metapopulation of great crested newts have been recorded on the airfield as part of previous survey work. There are also relatively new great crested newt records which are not mentioned in the ecological survey report, this is likely to be as they were new records in 2014 and did not appear to be included in the records search when the report was undertaken.  These records are for two ponds to the north of the site within approx. 50m of the site boundary (surveyed in reference to app ref 16/02269/HYBRID) and as such the ecologist should reassess of the potential of the works to impact on GCN in light of the new records prior to determination. There is a high population of great crested newts in the local area and a derogation licence from Natural England may be required for works to proceed in light of the proximity to the ponds. 

To seek to achieve no net loss of biodiversity, in line with the NPPF, we would recommend that a Biodiversity Impact Assessment (BIA) is undertaken prior to determination of the application.   I've attached a copy of the BIA calculator and guidance notes for the applicant's ecologist but am happy to answer any queries.  This tool can be used to demonstrate the overall net loss or net gain to biodiversity as a result of the development based on the existing habitats and proposed habitats within the proposed development scheme. This should be provided prior to determination of the application to determine if a biodiversity offsetting scheme will be required, if on-site mitigation is not achievable through the landscaping plans.  The amended plans show that the ecological corridor on the eastern boundary has been strengthened and this is welcomed to include a strong corridor from north to south along the site boundary.  

Please let me know if you have any queries or need any further information.

Kind regards,

Louise

Louise Sherwell
Assistant Ecologist
Ecological Services
Community Services
PO Box 43, Shire Hall
Warwick
CV34 4SX
Tel: 01926 418028
email: louisesherwell@warwickshire.gov.uk
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