CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

CONSULTATION – PLANNING APPLICATION

Case Officer: 

Andrew Lewis
Application No: 
15/01357/F 
Applicant’s Name: 
Pye Homes Ltd 
Proposal: 
Erection of 77 dwellings, creation of new access from Camp Road, creation of new open space, hard and soft landscaping and ancillary works. 
Location: 
Land East of Larsen Road, Upper Heyford. 

Parish: 

Upper Heyford 
Middleton Stoney Parish Council has considered this application and wishes to object.

It is our understanding that a ‘masterplan’ for the former RAF Upper Heyford site will not now be produced. In its stead there is to be a full planning application. Until such a planning application is produced and available for consultation then it is not possible to assess how the requirements of Policy Villages 5 within the adopted Cherwell Local Plan are to be met and thus this application is premature and opportunistic.

It is assumed that the number of homes stated within this application form a part of the number prescribed under Policy Villages 5. However, it remains our firm view that the level of housing proposed under the policy should be contained within the current boundary of the airfield thus obviating the need to use greenfield land when, in our view, there is more than sufficient brownfield land available within the airfield boundary. The argument that developing such areas of brownfield land would damage valuable cold war heritage sites is very questionable.  This case has already been made by Dorchester Group and is supported by the emerging Mid Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan. This parish council also supports the Dorchester Group view.  

We are also aware that the Partial Review of the Local Plan relating to Oxford’s  unmet housing need is also still in embryo stage and will not even be submitted until July and is not likely to be adopted until April 2018 at the earliest. If therefore Pye Homes wishes its application to be considered as a part of this process then again it is opportunistic and premature. 

Andrew F Hickman
Clerk to Middleton Stoney Parish Council

15 June 2017 
