	Public Protection & Development Management
	[image: image1.jpg]Cherwell

DISTRICT COUNCIL
NORTH OXFORDSHIRE





	Andy Preston – Head of Public Protection & Development Management
	

	
	Bovis Homes Limited
Cleeve Hall

Bishops Cleeve

Cheltenham

Glos

GL52 8GD

FAO Nigel Glover
	
	Bodicote House
Bodicote

Banbury

Oxfordshire

OX15 4AA

www.cherwell.gov.uk

	

	Please ask for:
	Matthew Parry
	Direct Dial:
	01295 221837

	Email:
	Matthew.parry@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
	Our Ref:
	15/00092/SO & 15/01777/REM 


27 October 2015
Dear Mr Glover
Application Ref
15/01777/REM
Location
Longford Park Parcels D & E, Phase 3, Longford Park Road, Bodicote
Proposal
Screening Opinion – Reserved Matters to outline application 05/01337/OUT – 125 residential units on Parcels D and E
I write with regard to the above application which represented a formal request for a Screening Opinion under Regulations 5 and 8 of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011 as to whether the proposal set out in your submission requires an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). This letter constitutes a Screening Opinion of the Local Planning Authority of the proposed development under Regulation 5 of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011.
The application is a subsequent application in relation to Schedule 2 development and it has not been the subject of a screening opinion itself. Furthermore the application is not specifically accompanied by a statement referred to as an environmental statement for the purposes of the Regulations. 
The application site forms part of the wider Longford Park development, granted outline planning permission for 1070 dwellings and non-residential uses. The application was submitted with an Environmental Statement, which assessed the impact of 237 dwellings in Area A and 833 dwellings in Area B. 
Regulation 8 therefore applies and the Planning Authority are required to consider whether the environmental information before them is adequate to assess the environmental effects of the development. This information must be taken into consideration in the decision making process. Otherwise further information would need to be sought. 

Having undertaken this consideration, it is concluded that the Environmental Statement submitted to support 05/01337/OUT is up to date for the purposes of considering this application in all aspects other than effects on ecology. However I note that an up to date ecological statement has been submitted to support the application and the Authority therefore now have adequate information to be able to assess the environmental effects of this development. This information will be treated as an addendum to the Environmental Statement and will be taken into account in the decision making process for this application. 
Notwithstanding this view, it is noted that this proposal along with all other residential units proposed in Area B (856 in total) exceeds the number of dwellings expected in Area B by 23 units. This additional number in Area B is not considered to be significant overall (it is understood that the number of units in Area A will be reduced from the number assessed) and therefore it is considered that taking the site into account as a whole, the change in the distribution of units across the site would not significantly change the environmental effects of the development as a whole. 

As such there is no requirement for a further Environmental Statement to be provided. 

This opinion has been made by an appropriately authorised officer at the Local Planning Authority.  In accordance with the 2011 Regulations, a copy of this screening opinion has been placed on the Planning Register.

If you have any further queries, please contact the Case Officer Matthew Parry (Principal Planning Officer).

Yours sincerely
Head of Public Protection and 

Development Management

