From: Sarah Connaughton 
Sent: 05 October 2015 00:31
To: Planning
Cc: Sarah Connaughton
Subject: To Victoria Barrett !!! URGENT Objections to Planning Application 15/01423/F 2 Birchwood Drive

Dear Ms Barrett,

I write in response to a letter we received, dated 28 August 2015, inviting us to comment on the above planning application relating to a neighbouring property. The letter advises that we are required to reply within 21 days. 

However, we did not receive this letter until on or after Monday 21 September. I know this because I open my week's post every Saturday morning without fail, and I had not received this and opened it by Saturday 19 September. I opened this letter on Saturday 26 September but I admit I did not read the letter especially carefully at that time. At the time both my young children were unwell and needed medical attention so I may have been distracted. I am happy to provide documentary evidence of this. As a result, I did not register the date of the letter, and had not then noticed that it had clearly been held up before being delivered to us.

This is not unusual in our road, for our neighbours to received our post and parcels in error. This is because our house number is number 1 Birchwood Drive. The house directly opposite from us is also number 1 Birchwood Drive. This is why we use a house name, Silvertree House, to try and differentiate between the two properties. However, not all of the postal staff are aware of this and so our post can be delayed while it is delivered incorrectly and then redirected by hand by a neighbour, sometimes promptly, but sometimes a couple of weeks later, especially as some of our neighbours travel for work and are away from their homes for much of the week. 

I am extremely concerned that as a result of this delay, our comments (attached in PDF form) may not be considered in relation to the above planning application. I feel it would be extremely unfair to not consider our views due to factors outside of our control. We have worked to provide a response in a very short time, despite receiving the letter AFTER the specified 21 day consultation deadline.

We hope under these exceptional circumstances you will allow our views to be considered in response to the above application. 

Kindest regards

Sarah Connaughton

