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08 January 2015

	Cherwell District Council
Planning Housing and Economy

Bodicote House

Bodicote

Banbury

Oxfordshire

OX15 4AA


Dear Ms Ford
The Town & Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)

Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004

Application No: 14/01832/REM
Proposal: Reserved matters to outline application 05/01337/OUT - Details of the proposed canal basin adjacent to Oxford Canal.
Location: Longford Park Proposed Marina Adj to, Canal Lane, Bodicote, Oxfordshire
Waterway: Oxford Canal
Thank you for your consultation dated 01 December 2014 in respect of the above. 
The British Waterways Board (Transfer of Functions) Order 2012 has substituted references to British Waterways in the Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2010 to the Canal & River Trust. As such, local planning authorities are now required to consult the Canal & River Trust on applications for planning permission in the same way as British Waterways was previously consulted.  In addition, under the British Waterways Board Transfer Scheme 2012 (also made under the Public Bodies Act 2011) all the property of British Waterways in England and Wales has now vested in the Trust.

The Canal & River Trust is a company limited by guarantee and registered as a charity. It is separate from government but still the recipient of a significant amount of government funding. 

The Trust has a range of charitable objects including:

•
To hold in trust or own and to operate and manage inland waterways for public benefit, use and enjoyment;

•
To protect and conserve objects and buildings of heritage interest;

•
To further the conservation, protection and improvement of the natural environment of inland waterways; and

•
To promote sustainable development in the vicinity of any inland waterways for the benefit of the public.

After due consideration of the application details, the Canal & River Trust currently objects to the proposed development due to its impact on navigational safety.  We do however consider that it is likely that amendments to the scheme could overcome this matter.
The proposal as shown does not comply with our requirements on navigational safety due to the position of the marina entrance in relation to the lift bridge. The proposed basin is close to a narrowing of the canal where Br 170 Haynes Lift Bridge is located. This will restrict visibility of boats on the canal in terms of their lines of sight to the new basin entrance. Ideally, the centreline of the basin entrance should be 40m from the bridge, however, in some cases this can be reduced slightly, if visibility is deemed acceptable.

It may be possible to improve navigational safety by moving the marina entrance further to the west but this is likely to result in the need for an amended layout within the Marina to allow boats to manoeuvre.  The proposals will also need to ensure that they do not affect a possible culvert in the vicinity. 
We would request that the Council do not approve the application in its current form.

In any event the applicant is advised to enter into our approved process for new marinas as soon as possible. Detailed guidance on the process, as well as on marina design can be found at https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/new-marinas-unit. If the proposal does not comply with our guidance relating to navigational safety it is unlikely that a Network Access Agreement, necessary to connect the basin to the canal itself, will be approved by the Trust.  It will also be necessary, as part of our process, to establish if there are sufficient water resources available to support the proposal.  Sufficient water resources will need to be available for a Network Access Agreement to be approved. The Canal & River Trust has previously alerted the Council and Developer to the need to discuss the proposal for a new marina with our New Marina Unit.  
In addition, in order for the Canal & River Trust to effectively monitor our role as a statutory consultee, please send me a copy of the decision notice. 

Should you have any queries please contact me at this office.
Yours sincerely

Jane Hennell
Area Planner South

Telephone: 01452 318070

E-Mail: jane.hennell@canalrivertrust.org.uk
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