From: Charlotte Watkins 
Sent: 16 March 2015 10:40
To: Andrew Lewis
Subject: RE: Upper Heyford ecology 15/00153/REM

Andrew

I have had a quick look at this one. The village green is in general fairly functional due to its purpose largely as a cricket pitch but there is an opportunity to as a minimum include some areas of more exciting grass mix than plain amenity grass particularly in the seating areas surrounding and around the clumps of trees or edges of the green to benefit invertebrates. Or it could be created in a swathe as a wildflower feature. 

Where there are mature trees being retained a couple of bird boxes could be included to add some opportunities on site while other planting matures.

There are records of swifts in the adjacent village and to my knowledge no provision has been made for this species here so far? Due to our Cherwell Swift project I wondered therefore if it is possible to (if not at this location then elsewhere on the site) provide a swift tower? These can be attractive features in their own right (like tall dovecotes). I will forward some information on this.

Trees to be removed should only be done so outside of the bird nesting season or be checked by an ecologist before removal for nests (Standard condition K12). I assume they have been checked for bat potential? I have lost track of where we are with this aspect.

Beyond this I don’t have any further comments. 

Regards

Charlotte

Dr Charlotte Watkins

Ecology Officer
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