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The proposed site is a greenfield site currently under cultivation consequently it has no planning history.

The historic (WWII) layout of the air station purposefully separates the various aspects of function within the station into discrete areas. The airfield sits on the higher, level plateau to the north of the technical area. The technical area is laid out on the classic ‘Trenchard’ trident comprises workshops, aircraft hangars, armoury and other engineering-based buildings. To the south of the road through the base that clearly demarcates aircraft and human-related buildings are located the Airmen’s Institute, Sergeants’ Mess, Dining Room, Cook House and Quarters for single and married men. To the east of the trident area are located the officers’ housing and Officers’ Mess, the location set apart to separate officers from other ranks. The location of the officers’ housing in proximity to the Officers’ Mess is one of convenience. The layout of the houses is very relaxed and the houses orientated to maximise the benefits of the vista out of the base such-as-it-is given the modest changes in land levels. The siting of the officers’ housing on the edge of the military site is a deliberate one and therefore it can be argued that this setting is part of the significance of these particular buildings.

With the airbase there is a hierarchy of separation; officers from others, humans from machines. The separation of aircraft from the humans was deliberate not least for the safety of the airmen themselves.

This strategy of laying out the air station was expanded on by the USAF who further extended the site into an airbase but retained division between military activity and residential occupation.

Changes in land level are not excessive but never-the-less significant and thereby create views into and out of the airbase. The land occupied by the officers’ housing (and bungalows to the north) slope down to the stream that runs very approximately north-south to the east of the airbase boundary. This results in the visitor travelling towards the base from the east seeing a vista of the base and buildings opening up before them (not in any dramatic way) with the southeast HAS (area 6 in the ACTA Conservation Area Plan (2005)) visible at the edge of the higher ground.

The proposed site is located outside the historic boundary to the base,  to the east of the residential enclave that comprises the RAF officers’ housing, to the north of Camp Road and to the east of the stream. The site therefore has a topology which slopes down west towards the watercourse.

The supporting documents sets out various visual analyses in an attempt to demonstrate that the proposed buildings would not result in undue visual intrusion into the landscape. My view is that the selection of viewpoints has been less than comprehensive. For example there is no analysis looking east from the officers’ housing  - the buildings most affected by this proposal. Attached photographs show that the proposed site level is higher than that of the officers’ house – pictures taken through and from outside the boundary hedge.

I do not agree with the supposition that the proposed warehouses will have limited visual impact. The topology of the site and adjoining land will result in the proposed buildings (12m to the roof ridge) obstructing and closing off views of the base from the east and dominating the views east out of the officers’ housing and bungalows.

The proposed structures are out of proportion to the existing buildings added to which the site is a green field site. I feel perceivable harm to the significance of the built heritage would result should this proposal go ahead.

Policy

Local Cherwell Plan 2015

ESD15 – the character/significance of the historic environment is not preserved

NPPF

133 – harm would outweigh any benefits.

Dr Rose Todd


Senior Conservation Officer
Design & Conservation Team 
Development Management
Cherwell District Council
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