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RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION ON THE FOLLOWING DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL

District:  Cherwell
Application no: 14/02025/HYBRID              
Proposal: FULL - Phase 1 - 9,844 sq. warehouse; service yard for loading and unloading of HGVs and parking provision for 6 No cars, 4 No HGV lorries, 8 No trailers and a bicycle shelter; new vehicular access at northern end of site off Chilgrove Drive; improved visibility splays onto Camp Road and new landscaping treatment around the boundary of the site; OUTLINE - Phase 2 - 9,137 sq.m. manufacturing and storage facility; 3,000 sq.m. two storey office and training school; new vehicular parking area incorporating car parking, motorcycle spaces and a bicycle shelter and new vehicular access onto Camp Road               
Location:  OS Parcel 1570 Adjoining And West Of Chilgrove Drive And Adjoining And North Of Camp Road Upper Heyford            
Archaeology
Recommendation:

Select Recommendation
Key issues:

The site is located in an area of archaeological potential adjacent to the prehistoric Aves Ditch and in an area where Anglo Saxon burials and Iron Age settlement has been recorded. The results of an archaeological evaluation will need to be submitted with this application ahead of the determination of any planning permission for the site, as set out in the NPPF para 128, in order that an informed decision can be made regarding the impact of this development on any surviving archaeological features on the site.
Legal Agreement required to secure:
None

Conditions:
Not at this stage.
Informatives:

None
Detailed Comments: 

The site is located in an area of archaeological potential adjacent to the line of Aves Ditch, a prehistoric tribal boundary later used as a Roman road. A number of Iron Age banjo enclosures have been recorded along the line of this boundary including one 500m east of this site and another, 300m north of this proposed site, immediately adjacent to Aves Ditch. Two further banjo enclosures have been recorded to the south of this proposed site. Other Prehistoric features have been identified from aerial photographs in the immediate vicinity.

A Romano-British settlement site has been recorded to the north of this proposal and a series of cropmarks identified as a possible Iron Age or Roman settlement complex have been recorded to the east of the site.

A number of burials have been recorded in the vicinity and a possible Anglo Saxon cemetery has been recorded immediately south of the site. This was recorded in 1865 and the exact location is uncertain but it was either recorded 700m north of the proposed site or 70m to the south. Roman cremations and burials have also been recorded east of the site.

It is therefore possible that significant archaeological deposits could survive on the site and further information in the form of an archaeological evaluation will need to be submitted along with the application in order that the impact of this development on any surviving archaeological deposits can be assessed ahead of the determination of any planning application for the site. This is set out in paragraph 128 of the National Planning Policy Framework (2012). 

In accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), we would therefore recommend that, prior to the determination of this application the applicant should therefore be responsible for the implementation of an archaeological field evaluation.  This must be carried out by a professionally qualified archaeological organisation and should aim to define the character and extent of the archaeological remains within the application area, and thus indicate the weight which should be attached to their preservation.  This information can be used for identifying potential options for minimising or avoiding damage to the archaeology and on this basis, an informed and reasonable decision can be taken.

If the applicant makes contact with us, we shall be pleased to provide information on the procedures involved, draft a brief upon which a costed specification can be based and provide a list of archaeological contracting organisations working in the area.

Officer’s Name:  Richard Oram    
Officer’s Title: Planning Archaeologist                      

Date:   24 December 2014
