
APPENDIX A - GLOSSARY 
Term Definition 

AADF/T  
Annual Average Daily 
Flow/Total 

A daily total traffic flow (24 hrs), expressed as a mean daily flow across all 365 days of the 
year. 

Adjustment Application of a correction factor to modeled results to account for uncertainties in the model 

Accuracy A measure of how well a set of data fits the true value. 

Air quality  
objective 

Policy target generally expressed as a maximum ambient concentration to be achieved, 
either without exception or with a permitted number of exceedences within a specific 
timescale (see also air quality standard). 

Air quality  
standard 

The concentrations of pollutants in the atmosphere which can broadly be taken to achieve a 
certain level of environmental quality.  The standards are based on the assessment of the 
effects of each pollutant on human health including the effects on sensitive sub groups (see 
also air quality objective). 

Ambient air Outdoor air in the troposphere, excluding workplace air. 

Annual mean The average (mean) of the concentrations measured for each pollutant for one year.   

AQMA Air Quality Management Area. 

DEFRA Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. 

Emission rate The quantity of a pollutant released from a source over a given period of time. 

Exceedence A period of time where the concentrations of a pollutant is greater than the appropriate air 
quality standard. 

Fugitive emissions Emissions arising from the passage of vehicles that do not arise from the exhaust system. 

HDV/HGV Heavy Duty Vehicle/Heavy Goods Vehicle. 

LAQM Local Air Quality Management. 

Model adjustment Following model verification, the process by which modelled results are amended.  This 
corrects for systematic error. 

NO2 Nitrogen dioxide. 

NOx Nitrogen oxides. 

PM10 Particulate matter with an aerodynamic diameter of less than 10 micrometres. 

Trackout 

The transport of dust and dirt from the construction/demolition site onto the public road 
network, where it may be deposited and then re-suspended by vehicles using the network. 
This arises when heavy duty vehicles (HDVs) leave the construction/demolition site with 
dusty materials, which may then spill onto the road, and/or HDVs transfer dust and dirt onto 
the road having travelled over muddy ground on site. 

µg/m3 microgrammes per A measure of concentration in terms of mass per unit volume.  A concentration of 1ug/m3 



Term Definition 

cubic metre means that one cubic metre of air contains one microgram (millionth of a gram) of pollutant. 

Uncertainty 

A measure, associated with the result of a measurement, which characterizes the range of 
values within which the true value is expected to lie.  Uncertainty is usually expressed as the 
range within which the true value is expected to lie with a 95% probability, where standard 
statistical and other procedures have been used to evaluate this figure.  Uncertainty is more 
clearly defined than the closely related parameter 'accuracy', and has replaced it on recent 
European legislation. 

Validation (modelling) Refers to the general comparison of modelled results against monitoring data carried out by 
model developers. 

Verification (modelling) Comparison of modelled results versus any local monitoring data at relevant locations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


