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attn: Head of Public Protection and Development Management


Woodstock East: 14/02004/HYBRID

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this application.

Sustrans is a leading UK charity enabling people to travel by foot, bike or public transport for more of the journeys we make every day. Among Sustrans’ work is the National Cycle Network, including National Route 5 (Oxford-Banbury), which passes the site directly, and National Route 442 (Oxford-Worcester) which is close by.

We welcome the commitment of the applicants to “develop cycling as a more significant mode within Woodstock” and to “place sustainable modes of transport at the very heart of the development”. However, there are three areas where we are concerned that the plans do not provide adequately for sustainable movement or could significantly worsen it.

1. Movement within the site

The plans envisage the ‘primary road’ will be “6.75 metres wide with a 2 metre footpath and cycle links either side”.

This is below the 3-metre minimum for a shared use path recommended by LTN 2/08 (Cycle Infrastructure Design): “a route width of 3 metres should generally be regarded as the minimum acceptable”.

Indeed, in a new development without the constraints of existing building, it should be possible to achieve segregation between pedestrians and cyclists along the primary road without resorting to shared use. The draft Oxfordshire Cycling Strategy (LTP4) requires that the “site road network and junctions must be constructed with cycling in mind, including providing space for cycling on main/spine roads”.

Although the application states “walking and cycling are given a high priority” and aspires to “provide the most direct routes”, this has not been carried through to crossings within the development, where cars retain priority. Pedestrian and cycle paths should take priority when crossing the primary road (such as by means of a raised table) and at the turns where the secondary/tertiary roads branch off. This would make walking and cycling a more efficient option, improve safety – particularly for children cycling to school – and moderate vehicle speeds.

2. Access to Hanborough station

As the plans state several times, the site is only 2 miles from Hanborough railway station. Passenger numbers have almost tripled at the station since 2005 and it is reasonable to expect high demand from residents of the development. Although Oxford Parkway will be linked to the site by bus and will take a significant part of London-bound traffic, Hanborough and its direct services will be preferred for:

- commuting to Didcot/Science Vale, Reading, Slough and Maidenhead
- commuting to the City via Crossrail at Paddington (from 2018)
- commuting via the Circle and District Lines at Paddington
- access to Heathrow (via Reading, Paddington or, from 2021, new Western Access link)
- access to the south via Reading, and to the west via Didcot

For these reasons, it is inevitable that the development will further increase demand at Hanborough station. This will worsen congestion on the A4095 through Bladon and put pressure on the car park (already at capacity) at Hanborough. Hanborough is also a destination in itself with a significant business park.

At 2 miles, Hanborough is within easy cycling distance of the site. Currently, there is no safe cycling route from Woodstock/Bladon to Hanborough: the A4095 is twisty with fast, heavy traffic, and the pavement too narrow for cycling.

We therefore request that, as a condition of the development, the applicants are required to fund a cycle link from Hanborough station to the western edge of Bladon, by widening and converting the existing path to shared use; and complementary measures from there to Bladon roundabout, such as a contribution to the cost of implementing a 20mph limit, and shared use designation for the footway approaching the roundabout.

We also note the Transport Assessment’s intention to modify the A4095/Lower Road junction at Hanborough and believe that these works could be carried out at the same time to reduce costs. In any case, the junction works must not be allowed to obstruct the development of a shared use path.

3. A44 bus priority measures

The plans envisage a series of bus priority measures along the A44 from the Bladon Roundabout to Wolvercote, to enable faster and more frequent bus services.

We welcome these but stress that they must not be at the expense of either the main cycle paths on either side of the road (including NCN 5) or cyclists’ access to Begbroke Lane and the Science Park. Instead, the work should be seen as an opportunity to improve these paths, such as easing side-road crossings and resurfacing.

In particular, the new bus lane on the approach from Cassington Road in Yarnton should include measures to facilitate cyclists turning from Yarnton onto NCN 5. At present there is a short, narrow shared-use path with unclear access from the west.

Summary

We request:

- a 3m shared use path provided as minimum beside the primary road, or a segregated cycleway by preference;
- pedestrian and cycle paths to take priority when crossing roads within the site;
- funding a cycle path from Hanborough railway station to Bladon (western edge), and complementary measures from there to the site;
- A44 bus priority measures must protect and enhance NCN 5 and adjacent cycle paths.

Please do not hesitate to get in touch should you require any further information.

Richard Fairhurst
group co-ordinator, Sustrans North & West Oxfordshire

cc:
Peter Challis, Sustrans area manager, Thames Valley
West Oxfordshire District Council planning
