From: PublicAccessDC.Comments@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk [mailto:PublicAccessDC.Comments@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk] 
Sent: 05 October 2014 18:52
To: Public Access DC Comments
Subject: Comments for Planning Application 14/00204/DISC

Planning Application comments have been made. A summary of the comments is provided below.
Comments were submitted at 6:52 PM on 05 Oct 2014 from Ms Helen Mountfield QC.
	Application Summary

	Address:
	Oxford To Bicester Rail Link Buckingham Road Bicester 

	Proposal:
	Partal Discharge of Condition 19 (item2) Detailed scheme of assessment (noise) for section E of 10/00023/TWA. 

	Case Officer:
	Linda Griffiths 

	Click for further information


	Customer Details

	Name:
	Ms Helen Mountfield QC

	Email:
	

	Address:
	Lower Farm Cottage Lower Street, Islip, Oxfordshire OX5 2SG


	Comments Details

	Commenter Type:
	Neighbour

	Stance:
	Customer objects to the Planning Application

	Reasons for comment:
	

	Comments:
	I am a parent of a child at Dr South's primary school and a parent of two former pupils there, who valued the peaceful environment. I was formerly Vice-Chair of Governors at the School. I object in the strongest possible terms to Chiltern Railways' application for discharge of planning condition 19 with respect to section E (Islip) of the railway upgrade. As you are doubtless aware, it was a condition of the grant of planning permission that Chiltern undertake a detailed assessment of the noise and vibration caused because the planning inspector was not convinced that they had done so adequately in preparing the planning application. It has come to my attention that no noise/vibration mitigation measures are proposed with respect to the cutting through Islip by Dr South's School. In my view, in the absence of such measures, there will be a serious adverse impact on the education of the children at Dr South's. It is not acceptable for Chiltern, having obtained planning permission on the basis that it will undertake appropriate mitigation measures now to resile from its responsibilities in this way. As you may also be aware, Emeritus Professor Paul Buckley (a professor of engineering at Oxford University) has raised objections to Chiltern's assessments which on his own assessments significantly understate the problems of noise and vibration. Consequently Oxford City Council has not discharged condition 19. It has also commissioned the renowned engineering firm Arup, which has found that the Chiltern's report is "incautious" and may under-estimate the scale of noise and vibration problems by a factor of four. The perceived impact of such a problem would be particularly acute in a quiet rural area such as Islip. I am concerned therefore that Cherwell District Council has discharged condition 19 for other sections of the line, possibly in ignorance of the Arup evidence. I would respectfully request that Cherwell District Council's planning committee take the following steps to protect the education of the children of Islip and to preserve the village from avoidable and unjustifiable noise and vibration nuisance: * to examine Oxford City Council's Arup report; * to examine the Islip school situation with care and to refrain from discharging condition 19 unless and until it has considered all the evidence, if necessary commissioning its own engineers' report; * to invite Chiltern to explain its apparent estimate that the trains will have some noise/vibration impact on the school grounds but not on the buildings (which seems implausible); * to require Chiltern to comply fully and in good faith with all the conditions set down by the planning inspector including (but not limited to) condition 19. Please will you send me a copy of your decision when it is reached.


