Sent: 06 October 2014 14:45
To: Planning
Subject: Contact Form submission from article View/comment on planning application on www.cherwell.gov.uk
	Contact Form Submission

	Article
	View/comment on planning application (8938) 
	

	Name:
	Emma Goulart
	

	Address 1:
	5 Croft Avenue
	

	Address 2:
	
	

	Town:
	Kidlington
	

	Postcode:
	Ox5 2hu
	

	Email address:
	
	

	Comments:
	Strong opposition to dismissal of planning condition 19 with regard to section E (Islip) - chiltern railways upgrade to the line - on the grounds that to dismiss this could possibly harm childrens' learning environment at the Dr South's primary school next to the line. Reference 14/00204/DISC. I am the parent of a pupil at Dr Souths. I hope that the Council will pay due attention to its responsibilities for the education and health of pupils in its schools when determining planning matters. I am very concerned that Chiltern’s proposed noise and vibration mitigation strategy for Islip does not include any mitigation for the school. I am concerned that the analysis Chiltern has based its strategy on may be flawed and would like Cherwell District Council to consult Oxford City Council’s independent report from Arup Engineering, which says that the Chiltern report is “incautious” and vibrations could be four times higher than Chiltern suggest. I would like Cherwell District Council to look more carefully at this issue and make sure Chiltern comply fully and in good faith with the conditions set down by the planning inspector, as well as with Defra's noise policy which can be found here https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69533/pb13750-noise-policy.pdf I would also like the council to consider the scientific evidence that train noise can have a significant impact on children, see the following article http://www.architecture.com/Files/RIBAHoldings/PolicyAndInternationalRelations/ClientForums/Schools/Events/Archive/2005/LearningEnvironments/TheEffectsOfNoiseOnChildren.pdf Sheild & Dockrell, J Building Acoustics 10(2) 97-106, 2003 I quote from this article (which is a review document) "The most annoying noise sources were trains, motorbikes, lorries and sirens, suggesting that it is intermittent loud noise events which cause most annoyance to children whilst at school". This article also cites another study where children who were not exposed to train noise had higher reading scores than those who were exposed to train noise (reference 29). I have not been able to obtain a copy of this, but suggest it may be worthwhile to do so. It seems that there is some real question about Chiltern Railway's analysis given the Arup Engineering report, and given this is the case I would strongly urge the council to apply a precautionary principle when it comes to the impacts on children & their learning at school & to make sure that there are noise mitigation measures put in place to protect the children at the school. 
	


