From: Simon Bayly
Sent: 06 October 2014 22:01
To: Planning
Subject: Objection to 14/00204/DISC - Partial Discharge of Condition 19 (item2) Detailed scheme of assessment (noise) for section E of 10/00023/TWA

Dear Sir or Madam,

 I wish to object in the strongest possible terms to Network Rail’s application 14/00204/DISC for the discharge of planning condition 19 with respect to section E (Islip) of the railway upgrade.

 As both a parent of a pupil at Dr South’s School, Islip, and a Foundation Governor of the school, I am gravely concerned about the impact of noise and vibration from the upgraded line on pupils’ learning and well-being, as well as on the working environment for staff.

I am therefore highly alarmed that Network Rail Network Rail/Chiltern Railways wishes to discharge Condition 19 without any mitigation for Dr South’s School. The strict limits to the amount of operational noise and vibration to which residents can be subjected were set out in Condition 19 by the Secretary of State to protect local residents health and environment. It is Cherwell District Council’s legal duty to ensure compliance with these limits. Cherwell District Council also has a responsibility to pay due attention to the education of pupils in its schools when assessing planning matters.
Item 2 of Condition 19 covers both vibration and noise, so it is deeply worrying that Network Rail/Chiltern Railways have not submitted any evidence regarding vibration (such as a ‘Vibration Scheme of Assessment’) with their application. Perhaps this is because residents in Wolvercote discovered serious flaws in the ‘Vibration Scheme of Assessment’ report that Network Rail/Chiltern Railways used to estimate the impact of the line on properties in their area. Indeed, Oxford City Council was so concerned that it commissioned an independent review of this report which concluded that it is ‘incautious’ and vibrations could be four times higher than Network Rail/Chiltern Railways claim.

Regarding noise, the Department for Education and Skills “Building Bulletin 93, ‘Acoustic Design of Schools’: A Design Guide” (BB93) stipulates that the upper limit for the indoor ambient noise level in Primary School classrooms should be 35 dB LAeq, 30 min and that teaching can be disrupted by individual noisy events such as aircraft flyovers (and, by analogy, trains passing by), even where the noise level is below this. 

BB93 should be the minimum standards to which Cherwell District Council hold Network Rail/Chiltern Railways to account when considering discharging Condition 19. Network Rail’s noise assessment shows a contour for a maximum (free field) noise level LAmax,s of 82dB(A) in Dr South’s grounds in very close proximity to classrooms, library and the Head’s office. It is implausible that this will be attenuated to acceptable levels within the school buildings.

In order to protect the health and education of pupils at Dr South’s School, I must insist that Cherwell District Council takes a very careful look at this issue and urge that Cherwell District Council's planning committee take the following steps

      to require Network Rail/Chiltern Railways to provide a ‘Vibration Scheme of Assessment’ for section E (Islip) and refrain from discharging any part of Condition 19 (Item 2) until this has been thoroughly reviewed and, if necessary an independent engineer’s assessment made.
       to examine the impact of noise and vibration on Dr South’s school with utmost care and to refrain from discharging any part of Condition 19 unless and until it is has considered all the evidence, and is confident that the pupil’s education and well-being will not be affected.
       to invite Network Rail/Chiltern Railways to explain its implausible analysis that the trains will cause considerable noise on the school grounds but not in the buildings.
       to require Network Rail/Chiltern Railways to comply fully and in good faith with all the conditions set down by the planning inspector including (but not limited to) Condition 19.
         Yours faithfully,

 Dr. Simon Bayly

16 Bletchingdon Road, Islip, OX5 2TQ

