Sent: 07 October 2014 13:20

To: Planning

Subject: Contact Form submission from article View/comment on planning application on www.cherwell.gov.uk

Contact Form Submission

Article
View/comment on planning application (8938) 

Name:
Richard Green


Address 1:
1 Cherry Trees


Address 2:
Kidlington Road


Town:
Islip


Postcode:
OX5 2SS


Comments:
Case reference: 14/00204/DISC Dear Sir or Madam, As a resident in Islip village who lives in very close proximity to the railway, I am greatly concerned by recent details provided to me regarding the proposed railway development. Railways cause noise and vibration. So when Chiltern applied for planning permission for the scheme to upgrade the line, they had to set out how they would deal with this. The planning inspector was not convinced by their approach so placed a condition on their planning permission (“condition 19”). This means that Chiltern are obliged to undertake a detailed assessment of the noise and vibration caused and propose a way of addressing this (“a mitigation strategy”) for each section of the scheme. The inspector stated that he believed it would be better to take steps to address potential disturbance from noise or vibration as the scheme was being built, rather than deal with problems afterwards. The scheme is split into various sections. Some of these lie in Oxford City and some in Cherwell District. So Chiltern have to apply to the relevant Council when they have drawn up their assessment and mitigation strategy for each section. The application for section E (covering Islip) was submitted in July and the deadline for public comments on it is today, Tuesday 7th October. The process is that Chiltern ask the Council to “discharge” condition 19, meaning that the Council is satisfied that Chiltern has met the requirements set down by the inspector. A group of concerned residents in Wolvercote has taken Chiltern to task over their analysis. One of them, Paul Buckley, is an Emeritus Professor of Engineering and has produced his own analysis of the likely impacts. As a result of their objections, Oxford City Council has not discharged condition 19. It commissioned an independent assessment by the international engineering firm Arup, which found that the level of noise and vibration could be as much as four times higher than Chiltern claimed. However, we understand that Cherwell District Council has discharged condition 19 for other sections of the line. It seems that Cherwell is not aware of, or not concerned by, the Arup evidence. As a resident of Islip, I am very concerned about this situation. If Arup is right, however, and the effects could be four times as great, then there could be a very large impact. Any increase in noise and vibration would, of course, be multiplied by the fact that Chiltern expect the line to become much busier with many more trains. Vibration from fast heavy freight, and even faster passenger trains, will cause nearby homes to shake. We have a great deal of evidence of long-term structural damage, isolated to those buildings closest to the railway line, which has been expensive to repair. What Deutsche Bahn did was to measure the vibration at two locations where it is known to be least. The locations were on Port Meadow in Oxford, where the track is on an embankment (to avoid annual flooding) crossing soft, alluvial, floodplain. Research repeatedly shows that both embankments and soft, alluvial ground will *reduce* the amplitude and the reach of vibration into surrounding areas. On the other hand, vibration is known to be *amplified* by cuttings (Islip), by multi-storey buildings (Westholme Court) and by heavy clay soils. Obviously, vibration gets much worse with increases in speed, frequency and weight of the trains, and how close you are to the line. The Company who did this work for Deutsche Bahn was *Atkins Ltd*, who are employed on the general upgrading of the Bicester - Oxford Railway line. Armed with their artificially low readings, Atkins applied those results to the entire length of the railway line from Oxford to Bicester, and Deutsche Bahn then informed Oxford City and Cherwell District Councils that mitigation against excessive vibration will not be needed! My house lies only a few metres from the cutting and bridge, so I fear any future structural damage that could result from an inadequately built railway line - surely each section of track has to be built with a view to the relevant features of the vicinity. How one reading can be applied to the whole railway is incredible and absurd. I kindly request that you review your decision to discharge condition 19 and consult with Oxford City Council. Kind Regards, Rick Green 1 Cherry Trees Kidlington Road Islip Oxfordshire OX5 2SS


