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22 April 2014
Chief Planning Officer

Cherwell District Council’

Bodicote House, Bodicote,

Banbury, OX154AA

To whom it may concern.

Reference: Banner Homes Ltd application adjacent to Castle Grounds.

I do realise that your council did their best to turn down the previous Pegasus application to build at least 75 houses. Thank you for your efforts. It would now seem that planning approval was just the beginning of more to come. I am informed that the door is now open to the possibility of building a further 1,000 new houses in the Teddington area.  This is very sad. What has happened to this guide?

This guide gives an overview of the measures of the Localism Act 2011 under 4 headings:

· new freedoms and flexibilities for local government

· new rights and powers for communities and individuals

· reform to make the planning system more democratic and more effective

· reform to ensure that decisions about housing are taken locally

With the benefit of having a full knowledge of the needs, problems and opportunities of the people of Deddington our local council has developed a viable housing plan. In my opinion the available resources, medical services, etc. presently more or less match the needs of the population of Deddington. There are existing problems that exist but I think we can live with those. Here I refer to such items as low water pressure in our area. This will now change; in the future there will not be a match. 

Socially it would be so much user friendly if councils would thing more positively about regeneration in a way that fits in the with ambiance of the village. Some 500 years ago, I guess, the castle grounds formally housed a Cricket Oval. This once again could be restored to become one of the finest cricket grounds in the country. A dream perhaps, but why not?

I am certain that my letter will be an exercise in futility and I do not believe that it will any impact on the decision of the authorities but below are some of my reasons for opposing this application are as follows;

· The apparent disregard with respect to the hopes and desires of the population of Deddington.

· The building of homes in a conservation area is an extremely worrying precedent.

· The population of Deddington is approximately 2,750. The infrastructure of our village is stretched but not uncomfortably so. There exist some service problems such as low water pressure, regular power cuts a Medical Surgery that is having difficulty with coping with the number of patients it has to serve. All of these problems and many others will only be exacerbated by the increase in population caused by an initial building of 85 houses, a further 26 with a potential capacity of approximately 1000 houses. So the population would increase from approximately 2,750 to a possible 3,200 initially and eventually 7,150.

· In my opinion this massive increase in population would not be sustainable. For all the above reasons and others which I am sure are well known to the CDC.

· I am not an expert on The Planning of Development but I would have thought that any new development would and should be confined to existing boundary settlements of our village. As a layman this does not appear to me to be the proposal. This overdevelopment of the sites will certainly have an adverse impact on the character to the neighbourhood as well as the residential amenities of the residents of Deddington.
· The Deddington Council know the area and the local people very well and their Local Plan housing allocation, has been designed to be responsive to local needs, with a proposal to build 3-5 new houses a year over the next 18 years.  It is an ambition plan but given the time span will be sustainable. This plan has been carefully calculated to be sustainable in every respect.
· If I were to try and be positive about this development (and I am not) I would suggest that one should invite other Building Contractors to submit alternative plans at their own costs. And see what comes out of it.The main criteria’s being;

· a) Sustainability

b) Ensuring the development fits in with the existing Village character. If to do this it would cost the contactors more then so be it.

c) Create within the development small business suggestion such as Mini Breweries, a small bakery, one or two restaurants/Cafes.

d) Village hall.

e) A re-sitting of the school and Surguery.Mini buses to be run to and fro and financed by Pegasus

f) A General store.

· I sincerely hope that CDC will continue with their common sense approach and reject this application.
· If it this application is approved serious consideration should be give to making the Devlopers to heavily contribute financially towards the sustainability of the Rural Village. 

Yours faithfully

Peter  Richardson

