From: Sarah Postlethwaite 
Sent: 26 March 2014 17:03
To: Rebecca Horley
Subject: 14/00001/SCOP land adj Gavray drive 

Rebecca,

Generally I am in agreement with what they propose to include in their EIA, with a few exceptions. It has been decided to exclude the overall invertebrate assemblage, overall bird assemblage and harvest mice from the EIA on the basis that they are not Valued Ecological Receptors (VERs). This has the potential to undermine the robustness of the EIA; therefore the CIEEM Guidelines on EIA should be fully adhered to. 

The invertebrates assemblage on site is considered to be of District Value by EDP (EDP scoping report para 3.134), but is actually nearer regional level value given the presence of several species of high conservation importance (several butterflies and a moth) and 24 Nationally Scarce species, as assessed by an invertebrate specialist (CPA report para 4.3.10). Attempting to separate out the three hairstreak butterflies as the only invertebrate VERs would give an inaccurate picture of the impacts of the proposed development. 

Bird species recorded on site include UK BAP (Biodiversity Action Plan) Priority species and species of Conservation Concern. Both breeding birds and overwintering birds were considered by EDP to be of local to District Value. Considering that the overall bat assemblage on site is considered to be of no more than local value, but is still a VER, I find it strange that the overall bird assemblage, given the number of rarer species recorded, is not considered to be a VER. 

The harvest mouse survey in 2013 found four harvest mouse nests. Given that much of the site (east of the brook) is suitable for them there is likely to be a not-insignificant population of this species present. The harvest mouse is a UK BAP Priority species and as such should also be considered to be a VER. 

A consistent theme in previous applications has been a lack of clarity with regards to ecological impacts (individual and cumulative), mitigation and enhancement. The new EIA report should detail the following for each VER:

· Construction impacts - significance without mitigation, mitigation measures, residual significance.

· Operational impacts - significance without mitigation, mitigation and enhancement measures, residual significance.

The EIA needs to demonstrate how the ecological mitigation and enhancement measures ensure that the development is compliant with relevant species legislation  as well as National and Local planning policy. 
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