Public Rights of Way (PROW) and Planning Consultations

Draft CDC Protocol

REGISTRATION

Applicants currently provide a copy of a PROW plan from the definitive map. This is of limited use as it is too small scale and does not show the PROW in enough detail in relation to the application site.

A PROW Statement, and a layout plan showing the definitive route of the PROW, should be required from the applicant if –

· A PROW runs across an application site (is within the red line) 

· A PROW abuts (runs along, but outside, the boundaries of) a site

· A PROW runs along the access to a site 

An application should not be registered if a PROW statement is not provided under these circumstances.

PROW STATEMENTS

A PROW Statement should include:

· The reference number of the path (from the definitive map & statement)

·      Confirmation that the line of the path shown on the application plans is in accordance with the line shown on the definitive map (prior to laying out the right of way as part of the development, the applicant should seek the advice of Oxfordshire County Council's (OCC’s) PROW team to ensure that the path is on its definitive line)

· Description of the right of way through the site as existing

· The effect that proposed development will have on the right of way (physically and in terms of amenity & safety)

If the path is to be retained on the existing line:

· Measures to be taken during construction to ensure the safety & free passage of users of the right of way

· Proposed mitigation or improvement measures for the right of way in the new scheme 

If the path needs to be diverted to accommodate the new scheme:

· Justify the need for a diversion (i.e. why can't the scheme be designed to accommodate the existing definitive line & what alternatives have been considered)

· Describe and justify the proposed alternative (diverted) route.

CONSULTATION

All major developments – OCC PROW Officer is given the opportunity to comment through Single Response

If a PROW runs across an application site – consult OCC PROW Officer and CDC Countryside Officer

If a PROW runs along the boundaries of an application site – consult OCC PROW Officer and CDC Countryside Officer

If a PROW runs along the access route to an application site – consult OCC PROW Officer

If development will lead to increased vehicular use of a ROW – consult OCC PROW Officer

