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	14/00001/SCOP
	Land Between Birmingham London Rail Line And Gavray Drive Bicester
	SCOPING OPINION - Residential development (including affordable housing) incorporating a local wildlife site together with land reserved for a primary school, community facilities, public open space, localised land remodelling and structure planting
	David Locke Associates
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Network Rail has have reviewed the proposed location for the development. The obvious crossing for the potential increase of usage would be Tubbs Lane footpath crossing which is located off Launton Road opposite Longfields, crossing the single line OXD (Oxford to Bletchley) line, eventually joining to the top of Gavray Drive. This crossing is already used heavily by pedestrians and cyclists as it links the Langford Village estate to the town side of Bicester. It currently has an extremely large amount of child users and mothers with pushchairs using it as on the Launton Road side of Tubbs crossing, there is a childrens play area and also a day nursery approximately 30 metres from the approach to the crossing. 

The East to West rail project phase one has now commenced and this crossing is now within the EWR blockade. Before the EWR projects re-open Tubbs crossing, there will be a bridge installed at this location eliminating the current crossing set up and extinguishing Tubbs as a registered level crossing. We believe the new bridge will be installed by the end of April 2014. 

There is another footpath crossing within Bicester and this is Jarvis Lane which also crosses the single line OXD line.  Jarvis Lane is also located off Launton Road but is slightly more out to the edge of Bicester and is mainly used by factory workers who cross from Launton Road over to the Charbridge way industrial estate to access their places of employment. This crossing will also have a bridge installed but this will not be in the EWR project phase one, this is being taken into account for the EWR project phase 2. This crossing is actually the boundary marker between project phase 1 and phase 2. Project 1 is between oxford, through London Road crossing, through Tubbs crossing and stopping at Jarvis Lane crossing. Phase 2 will then commence from Jarvis crossing and go through Bicester eastern perimeter crossing (aka Charbridge Lane crossing) and head towards the Claydons and Bletchley. We believe the works for phase 2 will commence towards the back end of 2015 which will include the bridging of Jarvis Lane and the road bridging of Bicester Eastern perimeter road (Charbridge Lane). 

There will still be a period of time where the OXD line will be used with trains moving at 40mph across Jarvis Lane and Bicester EPR road crossing until phase 2 of EWR commences. These movements will be sporadic which is what the current recorded set up has been at these two crossings for several years now. Due to this, both of these crossings are classed as low risk and will remain low risk until the bridges are installed. At no point will any of the crossings mentioned be open to the public following the increased tracking and line speed of 100 mph following final commissioning of the EWR project – they will by then have been replaced with footbridges. 

London Road vehicle crossing will be staying and eventually being opened at two tracks and 100 mph speed increase. This does have some pedestrian use, due to the fact that as well as being predominantly used by vehicles to access Bicester town, there is also a footpath at the side of the carriageway. This crossing will be protected by barriers, flashing road traffic signals and audible alarms so mitigation is strong at this location but we do now have concerns over increased use at this location by pedestrians and this is something we will be taking forward to the projects with the intention of building a case to have a separate footbridge installed.
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