MEMORANDUM

To:
Andrew Lewis
From: Romero Okikiade – Environmental Protection
Date: 23 May 2014 

Our ref: WK/201403336
TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
APPLICATION REF: 14/00002/SCOP
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT: Proposed development comprising up to 4,000 residential dwellings, district centre and business centre, primary and secondary schools, renewable energy park, heritage and visitor facilities
SITE: Heyford Park  Camp Road Upper Heyford
COMMENTS:
The proposed scope and method of assessment for the assessment of ground conditions and remediation for the above development is broadly acceptable.
Land contamination may be an issue depending on any former potentially polluting activities that may have been undertaken from the site or even possible elevated levels of natural occurring contamination such as arsenic, nickel or even vanadium.

It is noted that the site is located on a principal aquifer and has been subject to a variety of potentially contaminative uses in the past. 

In addition to other necessary documents, the applicant should be advised to commission a phased risk assessment carried out by a competent person in accordance with current government and Environment Agency Guidance and Approved Codes of Practice. Each phase shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority.

Phase 1 shall incorporate a desk study and site walk over to identify all potential contaminative uses on site, and to inform the conceptual site model.  If potential contamination is identified in Phase 1 then a Phase 2 investigation shall be undertaken.

Phase 2 shall include a comprehensive intrusive investigation in order to characterise the type, nature and extent of contamination present, the risks to receptors and to inform the remediation strategy proposals. 

Phase 3 requires that a scheme of remediation and/or monitoring to ensure the site is suitable for its proposed use shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The remediation shall be carried out in accordance with the approved scheme and the applicant shall provide written verification to that effect. 

