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Arboricultural Comments (Development applications):

Date:




12/08/2013

Comments by:

J. Brewin (Arboricultural Officer – South)
Comments to:



R. Horley (Senior Planning Officer)
CDC Reference:


13/01056/OUT
Site Address:
South Lodge, Fringford Road, Caversfield
Applicant / Agent (highlight one):
Cerda Planning Ltd
Applicants name/address (if different):
Cala Homes Ltd 
Statutory Protection:


 None
T.E.M.P.O guidance notes completed:
 No
Date of site visit:
 01/08/2013
Trees / Proposal (brief description):
OUTLINE - Up to 200 residential units, access, amenity space and associated works
Significant comments:

The application is supported by an arboricultural survey undertaken in accordance with BS5837:2012 and would agree with the findings and categorisations of the trees, hedgerows and woodlands identified within. The trees and features I would consider to have the most retainable valuable are the majority of boundary trees (apart from G3) and the hedgerows along the southern and eastern boundary, trees 27, 28, 29, 30, 31 within the actual site itself and the large, prominent woodland block G1 parallel to the western boundary.

The Public Open Space areas appear to be inadequate with regards to future tree planting and landscaping with an increase in allocated POS necessary to achieve this without compromising species choice or adjacent dwellings.

The retained trees 27, 28, 29, 30 and 31 will create a sense of maturity for the site as well as the provision of valuable wildlife habitat. The concerns here relate to the close proximity of the adjacent plots to the east of the trees and the significant reduction in natural light levels that these dwellings will experience from the afternoon onwards as a result of the dense canopies of the trees which still have expected increases in annual growth. It would be advisable to rotate the aspect of these dwellings to a more south facing orientation in order to extend the useful life expectancy of these trees and to provide the maximum natural light levels into the dwellings themselves.
Similar concerns are for the dwellings located towards the western boundary where the woodland block (G1) will reduce natural light levels. An ecological corridor / buffer zone is proposed between the woodland and residential boundaries and it may be advisable to increase the width of this corridor to 15.0m to increase the distance between woodland and boundaries. This increases the benefits to wildlife of the corridor as well as improving the natural light levels into the dwellings.
All tree proposed for planting in the hard surface permeable paved areas will need to be planted within specially engineered planting pits designed to provide the best below-ground conditions for the tree to develop without the risks of the typical associated ground disturbances. The pits should comprise of load bearing ‘cells’ and root barrier membranes to allow for the inclusion of non-compacted soil of a volume sufficient to support the maturing trees. 
Key: TPO – Tree Preservation Order, CA – Conservation Area, TEMPO – Tree Evaluation Method for Preservation Orders (guidance only)
        TPP – Tree Protection Plan, AIA – Arboricultural Impact Assessment, AMS – Arboricultural Method Statement


        RPA – Root Protection Area, CEZ – Construction Exclusion Zones.   
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