From: PublicAccessDC.Comments@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk [mailto:PublicAccessDC.Comments@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk] 
Sent: 12 November 2013 12:26
To: Public Access DC Comments
Subject: Comments for Planning Application 13/01295/F
Planning Application comments have been made. A summary of the comments is provided below.
Comments were submitted at 12:26 PM on 12 Nov 2013 from Ms Judith Pallot.
	Application Summary

	Address:
	Swalcliffe Park Equestrian Grange Lane Swalcliffe Banbury OX15 5EX 

	Proposal:
	Part retrospective change of use of land at Grange Farm for equestrian training and competition purposes and construction of two all-weather sand arenas, together with associated access improvements, vehicle parking and site landscaping 

	Case Officer:
	Bob Neville 

	Click for further information


	Customer Details

	Name:
	Ms Judith Pallot

	Email:
	

	Address:
	Sadiacre Farm, Wigginton Heath, Banbury OX15 4LQ


	Comments Details

	Commenter Type:
	Neighbour

	Stance:
	Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application

	Reasons for comment:
	

	Comments:
	I am writing to support this planning application on the following grounds: 1. Maintaining an active employed population in farming. It is well-known that the English countryside is suffering the out-migration of the young – keeping active young people’ down on the farm’ is a major problem. The current proposal will secure the livelihood of the children of Michael and Barbara Taylor who have farmed Grange Farm for decades and shown themselves to be excellent stewards of the rural landscape. The current proposal will diversify the Grange Farm economy, making it more resilient to future shocks and will to secure the livelihood of the next generation of the traditional farming community in Swalcliffe and Wigginton. 2. The proposal will provide a valuable service to the local equestrian community. The facility is just what we need in the area to encourage more young people from diverse backgrounds to take up riding and to improve safety of horse riders. The facility will be a safe, controlled environment in which to teach riding and to run competitions. My daughter is an event rider who competes in national competitions. Currently she and others like her have to travel great distances to competitions because there are no local facilities for competitions near at hand. But also at the lower levels of competition, the disappearance of the gymkhanas that used to take place regularly through the summer (at Hook Norton, Wigginton and so on) has meant that beginners are having to travel great distances if they want to take part in competitions. Over the past few years the equestrian events that have been put on at Grange Farms have been welcomed by local horse riders. The current proposal will improve the quality of the service offered. 3. The proposal will improve amenity in the area more generally. I know from the competitions that we take our daughter to elsewhere, just what a good family day out an equestrian event is. There are always people with their children at horse events. He improvement of the facility at Grange Farm will thus benefit a community beyond that directly involved with equestrianism. I can understand anxieties about the increase of the traffic but the level of increased activity is modest and there are advantages associated with how the access is planned that will channel traffic away from the routes that are currently used by horse boxes. I have to say that compared with many of the sites of other equestrian facilities in the Midlands and South, the accessibility of Grange Farm is extremely good. Of course, there will be people who are anxious about changing the rural landscape they are used to but, in this case, I really believe that what is proposed will enhance what we already have. 


