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Ms. Julie Carpenter

Swalcliffe Parish Council Chair

c/o Christine Coles-Clerk

55 Gillett Road

Banbury OXON OX16 0DR

Copy- Mrs. Rose Stratford

Chairman of the Cherwell District Council  Planning Committee

8 Queens Court

Queens Avenue

Bicester  OX26 6JX

September 30, 2013

Attn: Bob Neville

Application: No. 13/01295/F

Applicant:    Mr. Richard Taylor

Proposal:     Continued Use of land at Grange Farm for equestrian training and

                      competition purposes and construction of two all-weather sand

                      arenas , together with associated access improvements, vehicle parking,

                      and site landscaping.

Location:     Swalcliffe Park Equestrian , Grange Lane, Swalcliffe

We have  been  at Partway House since 2004 and our house is 2/3 surrounded by 

rolling hills and farmland of the Taylors which have  been used predominantly since 

2004 for either grazing by Angus cows  or arable farming. We have enjoyed

beautiful  landscape views and tranquillity .

The Grange Lane has been a wonderful  buffer  to  an otherwise increasingly crowded 

countryside  allowing  riders  to hack out down the lane, joggers to jog, and walkers and 

children  to enjoy the outdoors away from fast cars and bustling traffic.

Since our coming to  Swalcliffe  in 2004, the Taylors occasionally used their lower field 

to host the odd horse trial or unaffiliated event but only a few per year. Our family 

enjoy riding so we supported the Taylor’s events . 

However,  in 2011 , they incorporated and started marketing and hosting   many more 

horse  shows.  Prior to 2011 ,  the Taylors used to put the jumps away, the judges box

away,  the dressage markers ,  etc  away so that as their direct neighbours,  we were not too

severely  bothered.  The Taylors seemed to pay respect to our enjoyment of our home 

and surroundings. This has no longer been the case since 2011 when the quantity of horse 

activity including shows, clinics, horse trials, british eventing competitions, etc  went well

over the 28 days and were almost at our back door.

Since 2011, the overall size and number and location of their events  have  been an accumulating burden  because  the noise from things like loudspeakers, cars, lorries, horses themselves 

and their encroaching closer and closer to our boundaries.
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These events run from   7 am until 6 pm most of the time .  And now, the Taylors have 

added the aspiration of doing  4-8 day overnight events.  In August 2013, they ran a 3 day event 

for which they set up from July 28 and took down only on Aug 5. This National Riding Event was the 

straw that broke the camels’s back. We were extremely upset . Upon our mentioning 

this to them, they have immediately applied for Planning .  It is an untenable situation for such 

close  neighbours as ourselves and  such a small community of homes close by. In the 

Planning Application, they want to host 500-700 riders up to 28 days a year which if you know 

What a dressage test is this means 500-700 honks from a car per day for starts.

The Taylors do not have enough land around us to run such an Equestrian Complex as they have

described  in their Planning Application.  It has too much impact on us as our land borders 

theirs  on 3 sides. Many times they have used the various fields right next  to ours . These 

fields are not even mentioned in their application so what does this mean?

With the noise of the events, it feels like they are in our backyard.

There are  already  more than 20 to 30 equestrian complexes  within 20 miles with even better facilities .  These other complexes  have  much more extensive  land and they have no neighbours  

to  disturb and much better  road access and parking.

Both villages of  Swalcliffe  and the other called  Sibford  Ferris  just on the Grange Lane border 

have small village feels to them and any more traffic will make the roads much more

noisy,  much more dangerous to other recreational activities such as bicycling and walking.

The widths of the roads  , both the B4035 through Swalcliffe and the Main Road through

Sibford Ferris will be blocked by 16 to 17 ton horse lorries that eventually would come 

to use such facilities from all directions . Grange Lane cannot carry the weight of such 

vehicles nor their numbers.

We very much object to   all aspects of this application . We want to preserve the lovely 

landscape  surroundings of our house and our village and its quiet  unspoilt character.

We hope that you will concur with our view that this size horse complex has no place 

down  Grange Lane.

Regards,

Marc and Brenda Vandamme

