From: Charlotte Watkins 
Sent: 05 September 2013 17:19
To: Rebekah Morgan
Subject: 13/00930/F Haynes Barn, Sibford Ferris
Rebekah

With regard to the above application I have the following comments:

With reference to the submitted ecological information in the protected species survey report, the Phase 1 and 2 bat survey reports and  based on the evidence of a site visit earlier this week there are currently the following ecological constraints on site.  

Nesting birds within the barn, some evidence of use by bats in the wall crevices, barn owls using the box inside the building, suitable habitat for reptiles and evidence of badgers in the vicinity.

I would concur with the ecological report submitted that currently the nearest definite badger sett is approximately 26m away in the hedgerow. There are many rabbit holes in the vicinity of the barn and one other possible sett entrance (based only on its size but no evidence of badger use) to the South Western corner of the barn within the hedgerow. There looks to have been a lot of earth movement around the barn at some point before the spring but currently there is no evidence of other active or inactive badger setts being present. However due to the presence of the nearby sett entrance, numerous reports of badger activity and the mobile nature of badgers I would recommend that a further update check for badgers prior to any development or site clearance would be a sensible precaution.

Should permission be granted therefore I would recommend the following conditions:

K14     Badgers: Mitigation Strategy 

Prior to the commencement of the development hereby approved, including any demolition and any works of site clearance, a further update survey no older than three months for badgers and badger evidence which shall include details of whether a development licence is required, any mitigation required and the location and timing of the provision of any protective fencing around setts/commuting routes, shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details.

            Reason KR1

K18     Bat Method Statement and mitigation: Compliance with Submitted Details

The development hereby approved shall be carried out strictly in accordance with the method statement set out in Section D, page 11 of the Phase 1 and 2 Bat Survey report submitted with the application prepared by Ridgeway Ecology, dated 24th July 2013 .

            Reason KR1

K13     Barn Owls: Mitigation Strategy

Prior to the commencement of the development hereby approved, including any demolition and any works of site clearance, a mitigation strategy for barn owls which shall include the recommendations within Section E.2.11 of the Protected Species Report submitted with application, prepared by Ridgeway Ecology, dated 17th April 2013 but which shall also include full details of the location on plans and design of alternative nest sites to be provided, shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter and prior to the commencement of the development, the alternative nesting sites shall be provided in accordance with the approved document and retained. 

            Reason KR1
K12     Nesting Birds: No Works Between March and August Unless Agreed

No removal of hedgerows, trees or shrubs nor works to, or demolition of buildings or structures that may be used by breeding birds, shall take place between the 1st March and 31st August inclusive, unless the Local Planning Authority has confirmed in writing that such works can proceed, based on the submission of a recent survey (no older than one month) that has been undertaken by a competent ecologist to assess the nesting bird activity on site, together with details of measures to protect the nesting bird interest on the site. 

            Reason KR1
K18     Reptile Method Statement: Compliance with Submitted Details

The development hereby approved shall be carried out strictly in accordance with the method statement for the protection of reptiles set out in section E.2.10 of the of the Protected Species Report submitted with the application prepared by Ridgeway Ecology, dated 17th April 2013  

            Reason KR2
K23     Use of Native Species
All species used in the planting proposals associated with the development shall be native species of UK provenance.

Reason KR3
K16     Biodiversity Enhancement 

Prior to the commencement of the development hereby approved, including any demolition, and any works of site clearance, a method statement for enhancing opportunities for nesting birds on site with reference to findings within the submitted ecological reports, shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the biodiversity enhancement measures shall be carried out and retained in accordance with the approved details. 

            Reason KR2
In addition the following should be taken into account – any exterior lighting proposed should be minimal, responsive and directed and installed away from all vegetation and wall crevices. 

Please get back to me if any of this requires clarification or further discussion.

Best regards

Charlotte

Dr Charlotte Watkins

Ecology Officer
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